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making a board, such as this board, supreme
and above the law, and in its being able to
‘do as it likes. It is a positive danger to the
community. As the law now stamds, anyone
outside a certain radius of Perth can draw a
tooth, which i~ a dangerous operation, and can
perform u surgical operation in dentistry in
which there is risk of life, but he cannot come
to Perth and make a set of teeth, hecause that
is where the profits lie, and where he is enter-
ing into competition with those who have this
great and marfow monopoly.

Mr. Davies: Do you include mechanical as-
sistants?

Hon. T. WALKER: Any person who proves
to the satisfaction of the board that he is of
good character, and for not less than 10 years
has been engaged in the work a8 an operative
assistant to a registered dentist in Western
Australia, and then after that passes an ex-
amination in practical and surgical dentistry.
If he has heen for 10 yecars an operative,
doing the work, and has proved his fitness, and
then passes an exanination, he is entitled to
be registered.

Mr. Mullany: What number of persons will
be affected?

Hon. T. WALKER: I think they could he
numbered on the fingers of both hands. At
the same time if only one man was
comeernged it would not be justice to
keep him out. We should recognise those
who have the burden of the work on
their shoulders and are entitled to the distine-
tion of registration, and give them an oppor-
tunity of practising for themselves. No. doubt
some of them will remain as operative workers,
employed hy some of the hig firms, and will
not want to be independent, but others may re.
quire to start for themsclves. [f their charae.
ter is right and their skill is right, and if their
intellectual attainments are right, we should
not shut the door upon them. The principle is
a simple one. I am ouly following the course
already adopted in other lands. [ move—

‘“That the Bill be now read a second
time.”?

On motion by the Attorney General, debate
adjonrned.

House adjourned at 8.55 p.m.

Tegislative Hssembly,

¥ednesday, 30th January, 1918.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30 p.m,,
and read prayers.

[For **Questions on notice’’ and ‘‘Papers
Presented’’ see ‘“Votes and Proceedings.’?]
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PRIVILEGE—PRINTING AND DISTRI-
BUTION OF REPORTS.

Hon, W. C, ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [4.45] asked the Speaker without
notice :  Is Mr. Speaker aware that the
annual departmental and other reports have
not bLeen distributed to members this year, as
has been done in previous years? Will Mr.
Speaker make inquiries into the matter, and
see that the reports are distributed to mem-
hers for their information when discussing
departmental matters, partienlarly the Esti-
mates, as surely it is not intended te prohibit
members having information regarding the
administration of the various departments?

Mr. SPEAKER [4.406]: In reply to the
hon. member I desire to say that I was not
aware that the reports were not being printed
and ecirenlated until my attention was drawn
to the matter just before the House met. I
was, however, aware that the Treasurer, who
controls the Government Printing Office——

Hon. W, C. Angwin: But not this House.

My, SPEAKER: The Treasurer had issued
instruetions, on the seore of economy, that
reports, which might have been considered
superfluons, shonid not be printed. 1 supposa
the subject-matter of the hon. gentleman’s
question comes within that category. I feel
sure it is not the intention of the Treasurer
to prevent hon. members getting necessary
information, and I believe arrangements have
heen made for an hon. member who desires
to have a departmental report, to have that
report furnished to him in the Mouse for pur-
poses of reference and convenience and for
the conduet of business.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W. J.
George—Murray-Wellington) [4.48] :  With
reference to the reporis of the Public Works
Department and the Water Supply Depart-
ment, these have heen ready for the printer
for some time, but under the circumstances
detailed by AMr. Speaker, the printing of these
documents has not been carried out, and the
reports have been laid on the Table of the
Mouse in typewritten form, TIf the House de-
sires that they shall be printed, 2 motion to
that effect may be moved, and they will be
printed.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Do you want to pre-
vent hon. members seeing what you are doing?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The hon.
member has no right to make a remark like
that. The reports have not been printed for
the simple reason given by Mr. Speaker.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The Treasurer is not
going to take charge of this House.

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: I feel
rather strongly on thia matter becauge I find
that the report of the Railway Department
and alsp other reports have been printed, yei
the reports of two departments which, to my
mind, are very important, have been presented
to the House only in typewritten form.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: The report of the Rail-
way Department has not been distributed
either,

Hen. P, COLLIER (Boulder) [4.49]: See-
ing that the Government have decided to make
a departure from a practice which has ob-
tained hitherto in this House, regarding the



292

printing and circulation of reports, I think it
woukl have been advisable for the Premier to
make an announcement to members as to
which reports should, and whieh should not,
be printed. On looking through the reports
on the Table of the House, I notice that some
have been printed, notably those of the Rail-
way and Mines Dopartments, as well as a few
others. On the other hand, there is the re-
port of the Department of Water Supply and
Sewerage, and a number of others, which are
merely typed. What is the guiding factor in
discriminating between what should and what
shonld not be printed? Inasmuch as mem’sers
have been expecting that the practice of past
years would be followed, and as they have
been waiting for the reports to be handed to
them, it would be well for them to he in-
formed of the intentions of the Government.
Do Ministers expect that one typed copy of
the report of the Water Supply Department,
now on the Table of the House, will meet the
convenience of all members, particularly dur-
ing the diseussion on the Estimates? If they
do, the idea is ridiculous. I am dealing with
the position as a matter of privilege, and I
think I am justified in doing so because there
has been a departure from the practice pre-
viously followed. I understand that economy
has been the order, not only in connection
with the printing of reports, but as paper is
so scarce, it has cxtended even to portions of
this building. T believe instructions have also
been given to cut down the salt allowance in
the dining-room.

The PREMIER (Hon. H. B. Lefroy—
Moore) [4.51]: Tt is due to the House that T
should make a statement in regard fo this
matter. I am unable to give details regarding
the reports which are to be printed, and those
which are not to be printed, but the Govern-
ment are of opinion that economies can be
effected by not printing many of the reports
of the departments. Some of them are very
long and it is thought that they are not read
by hon. members,

Hon, W. C. Angwin: They are read,

The PREMIER: It is desired to cut down
those reports as far as possible and to omit
all superfloous matter, that is to say, matter
which is not of material interest.

Hon. P. Collier: T agree with you there.

The PREMTER: [Instructions have been
isaned to the various departments to cut down
their reports as far as possible. True, some
have been printed and others have been placed
on the Table in typewritten form. The re-
ports which have been printed are those which
are cireulated in the outside world, such as the
rajlway report. That has a wide cireulation,
and it is supplied te railway departments in
various parts of the world. Tt iz necessary,
therefore, for that document to be printed.
However, the Government are in the hands of
hon. membhers. Tt is the desire of the Govern-
ment to economise as far as possible, partieu-
larly at this time when paper is searce,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Look at the size of
the report of the Royal Commission on Agri-
eulture.

The PREMIER: If the House desires that
the reports should be printed as formerly, an
instruction has merely to be given. But T
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would like hon. members to consider the ques-
tion carefully, and if that is done I think they
will agree with me that it is necessary that we
should practise economy in this direction.

Hon. T. WALKER (Kanowna) [4.55]: 1
think this imatter is distinetly one of privi-
lege and therefore I propose to make it such
by concluding my remarks with a motion, T
ajpreciate the desire of the Government to
save money and to make financial ends meet,
hut I venture to think that they are taking a
step which will lead fo disaster. The House
cannot deliberate without knowledge, and- it
cannot save money unless it is aware all the
time what is going on, and that can only be
done by placing at the disposal of members
all the documents which members have in the
past been in the habit of receiving, and which
can only be studied by being taken to their
homes or to their offices.

AMr, SPEAKER: If the hon. member in-
tends to move a motion of privilege, I think
he will be rather stretching the gquestion. T
wonld suggest that he ghould give notice of
motion so that the matter might be fully dis-
cussed.

Hon. T. WALEKER: With all duc defer-
cnee to you, Mr. Speaker, if ever a matter
did affect the privileges of this House, this
does. It is a time-hoooured custom, and it
has heen recognised in every Parliament of
the world as an essential of Government.

Hon, W. C, Angwin: If the Treasurer is
running the ecountry, why not sack the lot
of us?

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): On a point of order; T would like to
know what the hon. member is talking about.

Mr. Troy: Is the Honorvary Minister in
order in rising to a point of order and mak-
ing a remark such as he has done regarding
another member who is speaking? I ask you,
Mr, Speaker, to call the hon. member to order,
because his was merely an interruption.

Mr. SPEAKER: Though it may appear that
the matter before the House i3 an urgent one,
and should be dealt with as a question of
privitege, T suggested to the member for
Kanowna that be should give notice of mo-
tion and discuss the question more extensively
at a later stage. I really think this is stretech-
ing the question of privilege.

Hon, T. WALKER: I thank you, Mr.
Speaker, for pointing that out, but se long
as a matter of this kind ecomes within the
scope of privilege, I respectfully submit that
I can discuss it as such. It is a matter affect-
ing the welfare of the Btate. and particu-
larly its financial welfare, ecapecially as the
Tstimates are so elose at hand.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): On a point of order, what is the ques-
tion hefore the House?

Mr, SPEAKER: The member for Kanowna
intends to conclude his remarks with a mo-
tion, '

Hen. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): As laid down yesterdav on a question
of privilege, an hon. member can wmake a
statement, but he must not enter on aony con-
troversial subject. My point of order is that
the hon. member is not speaking to n motion
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and tbat he is introducing eoniroversial mat-
ter.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member bas in-
timated that at the clese of his rewmarks he
will move a motion, I repeat that I believe he
is rather stretching the (uestion of privilege,
but [ am not prepared to rule the member for
Kanowna out of order.

Hon, T. WALKER: [ would not for a mo-
ment reflect upon the view takeu by you,
Mr. Speakcer, as to streteching the question of
privilege, but L believe nothing more affects
the well being of this Assembiy than the
withholding of printed reports. 1 can con-
ceive nothing more affecting the privileges of
members than the deprivation of necessary
information, As a matter of fact the eost is
trivial. The information may save the coun-
try thousands of pounds of expenditure. This
information, properly assimilated and utilised,
might be the very means uf correciing the
errors or non-adjustments of the finances of
which we hear so much at the present time.
If we allow this action to pass without pro-
test we do uot know where we shall end. We
might conduet this Chamber as they did in
the mediacval ages, in the rude Parliaments
of those periods, absolutely in the dark so
far as public observation is concerned. There
1s talk even now of curtailing ‘‘Hansard.’’

Hon. P. Collier: It has been curtailed.

Hon, T. WALKER: That is true; it has
been curtailed already, and there may be fur-
ther steps in regard to the restriction of pub-
lic observation of our proceedings. Nothing
could be more dangerous. However, what |
am at present emphasising is that every mem-
ber is entitled to know everything that is
being done in every department of State, and
the mere sneer that sowme members do not read
the printed reports is unbecoming of any
Minister. It is true that not every member
reads from A to Z every line of each report
of eixch department and sub-department: but
those of them who are interested in the study
of the departments have an opportunity of
doing so if they have the reports, not merely
upon the Table of the House—where they are
in the custody of the Clerk, and whence, it
seems, they are removed from time to time—
but in their own possession, as is their un-
doubted right. It is the right of every mem-
ber to be in possession of that information.
We are to be deprived of it now. It is a he-
littling innovation. It is that kind of cheesc-
paring which does not square the finanees,

but makes the Chamber look paltry
and ridiculous, and, with all respert,
the Government themselves contemptibly
mean, devoid of an  appreciation of

the great dAutics they have to perform. Tn-
formation is not rendered costly by reason of
its bheing put into type. Tt is there to save
the State. [t is part of the machinery by
which the State is governed, by which the
State is saved unnecessary or thoughiless ex-
penditure. Tt is more than invaluable; it is
an absolute necessity. That hon. members are
sometimes neglectful of their duoties, and do
not acquire all the information open to them
is a regrettable feature of our publie life; bnt
no more than that. There ghould not be the
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excuse that they cannot get the information
however zealous they may be in the perform-
ance of their public duties. I sincerely trust
the Government will require but little urging
to accept my motion. I trust that the wotion
will not require to go to a vote, that the Gov-
ernment will see that this innovation is a step
in the wrong direction, which, if persisted in,
may lead to an outburst of public indignation
of no light character. 1T trust that the Gov-
ernment will accept my motion and that we
shall get over the diffienity without protracted
dehate. [ move—

‘*That it be an instruction of this House
to the Government that the costom of dis-
tributing the printed reports of Government
departments be not departed from.’’

The Minister for Railways: You do not re-
quire them printed in extenso?

Hon. T. WALKER: No; merely such parts
as furnigh information. Useless verbiage can
be ent out, but let us have the reports printed,
50 that every member can take them home and
stodly them if he so wishes.

Mr. SPEAKER: T suggest that the hon,
member delete the word ‘‘instruetion’’ from
his motion. The worl is open to misinterpre-
tation, and even without it the motion, I think,
expresses all that the hon. member wishes.

Hon. 'T. WALKER: I have no objection to
the elimination of the word.

Mr. SPEAKER: T will have the motion
amendled aceordingly. T wish now to draw the
attention of members to the Standing Orders.
No. 137 reads as follows:—

Any member may rise to speak to order
or upon & matter of privilege suddenly aris-
ing.

No. 138 reads as follows:—

All questions of order and matters of
privilege at any time arising shall, until
ilecided, suspend the consideration and de-
rision of every other question.

Something must be decided. On looking at
the ‘‘Manual of Procedure,”® by Ilbert, we
find this on privilege——

A motion on a question of privilege sud-
denly arising is entitled to immediate pre-
cedence over all other business. A motion
on a question of privilege may be made
hefore the commencement of public business,
althongh the question does not suddenly
arise, hut any such motion should be made
at the earliest opportunity.

For that reason [ did not feel justified in
ruling the hon. member ont of order.

The PREMIER (Hon. H. B. Lefroy—
Moore) [5.7]: Only very few reports have not
heen printed. The departments have all had
instructions to cut down their reports as far
as possible. TIn these departmental reporis
are frequently found matters not of pgreat
public interest, not material to the interests
of the State, merely questions of history in
connection with the weorking of the depart-
ment, and so forth. Owing to the great scar-
eity of paper, it was considered by the Gor-
ernment that we could eut down some reports.
Still, most of them have heen printed. Of the
few reports which the Government did not
consider to he of material interest to memhers,
it was thought that by placing typewritten
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copies on the Table members would be able
to get ull the necessary information, At the
same time the Government have no desire to
curtail any information due to hon, members,
Indeed, the Government consider it their duty
to meet the convenience of hon. members. [
admit that it is not easy to go earcfully into
a report merely laid on the Table. Very few
members may be interested in some one report,
while another report may be of vital interest
to a dozen or more members, all of whom
desire to see it immediately. Therefore, per-
baps, it is well that the reports should bhe
printed in sueh form that each member may
be able to take away a copy and quietly digest
it in his own home. T have no objection to
the motion. Tt is the desire of the Govern.
ment to meet hon. members in regard to such
matters, and possibly it will not entail very
great expense to print such reports as have
not been printed up to the present. The Gov-
ernment will endeavour to have these reporis
cut down to the minimum, without interfering
with their efficiency. I shall be pleased to
accept the motion and endeavour te carry out
the wishes expressed therein, which T feel to
be reasonable.

Hon. W. C. ANQWIX (North-East ZFre-
mantle} [512]: I am glad that the Premier
has agreed to the motion. Until to-day it was
unknown to me that the ugnal procedure had
not been carried out this year, I made in-
quiries as to what had become of the Rail-
ways report, which it has always been cus-
tomary to distribute to members so that they
might aequaint themselves with its contents
before diseussing the Estimates. 1 was in-
formed that, under instructions, these reports
were not to he distributed as useal, that if
members wanted a copy of any of them they
could come along and ask for it.

The Premier: No, that is not correct. Such
reports as have been printed will be circu-
lated.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: I was surprigsed to
find that even the Speaker himself, the only
official here to protect the privileges of mem-
bers, was not aware of this. It is quite new
to me that the Government should interfere in
anything affecting Parliament. Parliament
controls itself, I made inquiries with a view
to finding out how we should set ahout securing
the information with which we should be freely
supplied. The report of the Water Supply,
Sewerage, and Drainage Department is of
congiderable interest throughout the State, and
more partieularly in the metropolitan area,
for the reason that the undertakings of the
department in that area return thousands of
pounds in prefit, while in most other parts of
the State they represent a loss. TImmediately
the Fouse adjourned the report of that de-
partment was taken from the Table. Surcly
hon. members are not expected to read that
report and ecarry in their heads all the in-
formation it contains in regard to the finances
of the department! Yet members are fre-
quently called upon to sunply such informa-
tion to inquirers. Tf the financial fipures of
that report were printed, and hon. members
had them at home. those figures could he
readily turned up wheu required. T have
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seen in the Press a few extracts from that re-
port, extracts which the Press scemed to
think necessary to the informiung of the gen-
cral public, L hope there will be no further
occasion for a protest such as we are making
this afternoon, because I hold that it is”the
duty of members to sce thut they secure
every information in regard to the workings
of the various departments. Lt is possible
that a Country party man may want the
Lands Department report and would not care
a hang about the Railway Departinent’s re-
port, and only ask for the Lands report be-
cause it contains information of wvalne to
him, It is our duty as members to sce that
we get all these reports,

The Minister for Railways: The railway re-
port was placed on the Table and an order
given for its distribution before the adjourn-

ment., [ am making inquiries into the mat-
ter.
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Instructions were

issued that these reports were not to be dis-
tributed as usual, and new members especi-
ally must realise that they require the in-
formation contained in them. We have been
told that we are backward in looking after
the interests of the country, and the only
way that we can do so properly is to have
these reports furnished to us. If we are not
to have the reports, and if thesc are not to
he freely circulated, it is about time the
country dispensed with the services of us
all, for we are no longer any use here. If
the conntry thinks that one mman is sufficient
to manage the affairs of State lef the coun-
try give him full control aud kick us out alto-
gether, thus saving the £300 a year each of
us is paid. I know that a lot of rubbish is
printed in some of these reports, matter that
is not required by the publie, and also that
these reports could be cut down in a great
measure, There is, however, in these reports
information that is necessary for the carrv-
ing on of the business of the country, and
every hon. member should bhe in possession
of that information.

Mr. SPEAKER [5.17):
amended is as follows:—
¢“That in the opinion of this House the
custom of distributing printed reports of
the Government departments should not he
departed from.’’
Before putting this motien T sheuld like to re-
move, what I have gathered from the re-
marks of the member for North-East Tre-
mantle (Hon., W. C. Angwin) to be an im-
pression which appears to have grown up with
regard to the connection whieh the Speaker
has with these reports. As Speaker and
Chairman of the Printing Committee, T wish
to point out that T only control the papers
that are printed in connection with Parlia-
ment. I have nothing whatever to do with
the printing of Government or departmental
reports. These are printed hy the Govern-
ment Printer, and, T presume, by the au-
thority of the Treasurer or some other Min-
ister., I may say in fairness, perhaps, to the
Treasurer, who is absent, that he told me that
he had cut down a lot of the reports that he
deemed to he superfluous, that this wounld

The motion as



[30 Jawvary, 1918.]

effect an cconomy, and that it would not
affect the couvenience of the Iouse or hon.
mewbers one iota. I do mot remember the
date on which he issued these instructions,
but it was not long ago. IHe has since been
out of the State. I was in close touch with
the Treasuret in reference to eeonomies in
the printing of Parliamentary matter gener-
ally. T assume that he issued instructions to
ceagze the printing of reports, and that a
namber of the reports that now lie on the
Table were printed hefore these instructions
went forth. That, at all events, is my as-
sumption. It was only the intention of the
Treasurer to prevent any waste so far as
the printing of reports that are laid on the
Table is concerned. 1 also wish to point out
that before reports are laid on the Table of
the House they are placed there by resolu-
tion of the House.

Question put and passed.

BILLS (3)—THIRD READING.
1, Broome Local Court Admiralty Juris-
dietion.
2, Local Option Continuation,
3, Industries Assistance Act Continuation.
Transmitted to the Legislative Couneil.

MOTION—CENSORSHIP BY FEDERAL
AUTHORITIES.
Mr. MUXNSIE (Hannans) [5.25]: T move—

‘*That in the opinion of this House the
censorship as exercised generally by the
Federal Government, and particularly in
regard@ to industrial matters and grievances
of returned soldiers, is against the best in-
terests of the people of this State,’’

To deal with the censorship as it is applied in
Australia, and has been applied during the
last 12 or 18 months, it will be necessary for
me to go back some considerable time in order
to traverse the events which have transpired
in the Commonwealth, as well as the actions
of certain people with regard to the censor-
ship. T intend to deal with the matter of the
censorship under three headings. Firstly, I
want to deal with the censorship as it ap-
plies generally; secondly, I want to deal
with it as it has been used for party pur-
poses, particularly during the Iast two refer-
endum campaigns; and thirdly, as it has been
applied with regard to the late industrial
trouble throughout the Commonwealth. Al-
though repeated requests were made to the
Federal auvthorities by the State Executive of
the Australian Labour Federation in Western
Australia for some relaxation of the censor-
ship in Australia, we got practically no re-
dress until on the 19th September, 1917, the
following letter was sent by the general aec-
Tetary of that organisation to the Prime Min-
ister:—

My executive is forced by experience to
the belief that the censorship is being
grossly prostituted for political purposes.
We are not alone in this belief Practically
every paper in this State has complained of
abuses in the censorship, and in short the
conduct of the censorship has long since be-
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ecome a by-word with the people of this
State. Only recently the ‘‘Sunday Times'’
of Western Augiralia declared that the cen-
sorship was respousible for the falling off
in enlistments, hecause it was hiding the
true position regarding the war. The lead-
ing paper in this State, the ‘* West Austra-
lian,’’ has time and again declared that the
censorship has long ago exasperated all sane
people. XNot only is the censorship respon.
gible for hiding the frve position of the
war but it is also responsible for biding
the true position of the strike situation

in the Commonweatth, and worse than
anything else it is guilty of prevent-
ing soldiers’ grievances from being dis-

cussed in the columns of our newspapers.
My executive is of opinion that if ever any
subject justified the appointment of a
Royal Commission it is the conduct of the
censorship. We hope that the Federal Gov-
ernment will have a Royal Commission ap-
pointed at an early date to clear this matter
up. TUntil it is cleared up by a Royal Com.
mission the people of Western Australia at
least have no confidence in the war news o:
strike news that has filtered through to
them from the offices of the censors,
The reply to this letter is as followsg:—
With reference to your letter of the 19th
September on the subject of war news, etc.,
I am directed to inform you that the fol.
lowing report on the matter has been fur:
nished by the Deputy Chief Censor:—'‘1,
The declaration by the ‘‘Sunday Times®
that the censorship in Australia is hiding
the true position regarding the war is not
true in fact. Scarcely a line is ever deleted
from the war cables that have passed the
Press Bureau, Loundon, If, as alleged, suck
news ig hidden the ccnsorship in Auastralia
is not responsible. 2, The censorship was
and is not responsible for hiding the true
position of the strike situation in the Com:
monwealth. News and information con-
cerning the strike was and is at all times
freely allowed publication. 3, The discus
sion of soldiers’ grievances in the news
papers is not prohibited when such griev:
ances are bona fide. It iz only ex parte
statements of imagined wrongs, and untru¢
or unduly exaggerated accounts of griev.
ances which are deleted,
I wish to draw hon. members’ attention tc
paragraph 3. The Deputy Chief Censor say:
that the statement that soldiers’ grievanee:
are not permitted publication is wrong, and
that all bona fide grievances are allowed t¢
be published. I would point out that thi:
officer is the sole judge as te whether such
grievances are bona file or otherwise. N
man, or dozen men in this country have the
right of taking upon themselves of saying
whether a returned soldier has s genuing
grievance or not. It is up to the general pub
lic and to the man himself, who has a perfec!
right to take this course, to ventilate ths
maiter if such is desired. On the first phase
how the censorship has been used generally, ]
wish to refer briefly to a statement whieh wa:
made only some three weeks ago hy Senatm
Pearce. The Federal Minister for Defene
peactically issued a challenge to the news
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papers of the Commonwealth, to the effect
that not one journal could produce any item
of war cables which, after passing the Lon-
don ceusorship, had been interfered with in
Australia, All the leading journals of Aus.
tralia immediately accepted Senator Pearce’s
challenge, and there was not a solitary daily
newspaper in the Commonwealth but could
preduce bundles of ¢ables received and ecen-
sored here, portions being cut out and refused
publication in Australia. The Sydney ‘¢ Sun’?
was the first newspaper to meet the challenge.
On the following Sunday the ‘‘Sunday
Times’’ of thig State also met the challenge,
and even went @ little further, printing a
passage which had been censored from a war
eable and telling Senator Pearce that if he
dishelieved the statement he econld eome along
to the ‘‘Sunday Times’’ office and see the
original message as censored. The ‘‘Sunday
Times’’ added that it was prepared to show
Senator Pearce dozens of other censored mes-
sages. The ‘‘West Australian’’ had a lead-
ing article on the subject, and offered to
satisfy the Minister, if he liked to visit the
office of the newspaper, that any number of
locally censored cables could be preduced.

Hon. P. Collier: FEven ‘‘Sparks’’ was in-
dignant over if,

Mr. MUNSIE: The latest issue of the
*‘Bulletin’’ which has arrived in this State—
and the ‘‘Bulletin?’ is the great conscription-
ist paper of New South Wales—also takes up
the challenge of the Minister for Defence, and
goes so far as to say that his statement is
absolutely incorreet. And there is not the
slightest doubt that it is absolutely incorrect.
The statement of the Minister for Defenee is
only in keeping with dozens of other state-
ments made by that hon. gentleman during
the last 12 months, Moreover, after recent
happenings in the Federal Parliament T per-
sonally do not believe there is any self-re-
specting citizen of the Commonwealth avho ig
prepared to take the word of any member of
the present Federal Cabinet. I hope hon.
members will bear with me while I go back
some fime to give the beginning of the war
censorship business and its operation. Geing
right back to the beginning, I find that on the
2nd September, 1916, the following appeared
in the ‘‘Sydney Morning Herald’’:—

In answer to an inquiry as to what length
the opponents of conseription eould go in
expressing their opinions on the platform,
the Prime Minister made the following
statement .—* Everybody will be allowed
full freedom of speech, limited only by eon-
sideration of the safety of the country and
recognition of the faect that we are in a
state of war.’?

Tn reply to the question put to him the Prime
Minister actually made the statement that
everybody would be allowed full freedom of
speech, I regret—and I wish to emphasise
this—that the same question was not put to
the same gentleman on the same day as re-
gards the Press—to what length the Press of
Australia might go. We know to what extent
freedom of speech could be indulged in during
the referendum campaign.

Mr. Troy: The newspapers could go to any
length so lomg as they supperted comseription.
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Mr. MUNSIE: As regards freedom of
speech, one could say practically anything one
liked so long as one wag supporting conserip-
tion, but one had to be exceptionally careful
as to what one did say if ome Wwas opposing
conscéription.

Mr. Troy: “‘I’ll have you!'’

Mr. MUNSIE: After making the definite
statement that the fullest freedom of speech
would be allowed, Mr. Hughes on the 4th Sep-
tember, 1916, had a conference with the execu-
tive of the Awustralian Labour Federation, or
rather with that portion of the executive
which controls New South Wales. The execn-
tive listened to the arguments of Mr, Hughes,
and, after hearing the whole of them, turned
dewn his proposal by 21 votes to fivee That
was the effect of his arguments, On the next
morning the following instructions were issued
by the Censor to the Press:—

Until further notice it is not permissible
to publish (1) attacks npon the Prime Min-
ister personally, as distingnished from
legitimate criticism of Government pro-
posals; (2) abuse of anti-conseriptionists,
who must not be called shirkers, loafers, and
the like——

Fancy the Prime Minister of Australia diree-
ting through the censorship that anti-conserip-
tionists must not be called shirkers or loafers.

Hon. P. Collier: He ecalled them names
a thousand times worse.

Mr. MUNSIE: There is not on either side
of the conseription question a single man who
has uttcred one-tenth part of the abuse in
which the Prime Minister himself has indulged.
He has, not onee but a hundred times, called
every anti-conseriptionist throughont the Com-
monwealth Hun and pro-German. And this is
the man who issued instructions that anti-
conscriptionists were not to he called shirkers
or loafers. I want hon. members particularly
to notice the third prohibition issued on the
4th of Septemher, 1916—

(3.) any statement, other than legitimate
criticism, which may Dlinder the execution
of the Government proposals.

I wish to know what any of these instructions
had to do with the Empired What would it
have mattered if Mr. Hughes had permitted
absolute freedom of discussion on the three
subjects which through the censorship he
barred? Would it in any way have affected
Australia or the Empire? Certainly not.
Again on the 4th September, 1916, the Censor
—he was pretty frequent with notices on thig
particular occasion—notified the Press—

Tntil further notice it is not permissible:
to publish (1) any reference to sceret ses-
gions of the Commonwealth Parliamend
other than the faet that a secret session js
to be held or has been held; (2) any report
in respect to deliberations of caucus meet-
ings of the Labour party or the Liberal
party other than those made by the Prime
Minister or by the leader of the Opposition
reapeetively; (3) any resolution for or
against conscription or the Government;
(4) any resolution inciting resistance to the
proposals of the Government, or any reso-
lation as to any law in respect thereto.

This embraces practically everything, 1nder
the War Precautions Act, and regulations is-
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snell thereunder, the Prime Minister eould
practically gap every man in this country if
he so desired, aml on apy subject he chose.
Things were propressing a bit, however, and
the Prime Minister was beginning to discover
that all the people of Australia were not of
the same opinion as himself regarding con-
seription. After the meeting hetween Mr.
Hughes and the New South Wales Exeeutive
of the Australian Labour Federation, a meet-
ing of the council of the Political Labour party
in New South Wales was called at the re-
quest of Mr. Hughes. The council consists of
two representatives of each of the affiliated
organisations. The ohject of this meeting was
to give the Prime Minister an opportunity of
addressing the council. He attended the meet-
ing and did address the couneil. Senator Fer-
ricks and Mr, Stewart, the Melbourne generat
secretary of the Amatralinn Labour Tedera-
tion, alse attended the meeting. After the ad-
dress by Mr. Hughes, the meeting considered
the questions submitted, and again torned
down the Prime Minister’s proposals by a vote
of 116 to 60, only four short of a two to one
majority. Strange to say, on the same day
the following instructions were issued by the
Censor to the Press—

Until further notice it is not permissible
to publish in the Press any reference what-
soever to the Prime Minister’s discussions
with Labour conferences and similar bodies.
This instrugtion applies to past and future
conferences,

I wish to impress on hon. members that I
shall not quote anything or read anything that
is mere hearsay. In this debate I intend to re-
strict myself to quoting only that of which
i have absolutely positive proof, in the form
of the signature of the Censor. Some hon.
members might otherwise contend that I have
quoted statements emanating from unreliable
sources. The whole of the facts T am about
to place before the House I can vouch for in
every resepet. I repeat, I shall quote nothing
except what has the signature of the Censor
attached to it. Tt is only recently that I have
been ahble to get a little further information,
and also confirmation, with regard to that
meeting in Sydney. [t was reported that when
the Prime Minister was leaving Sydney for
Victoria on that occasion, he gave a statement
to the Press. It was not known whether it
was the Frime Minister himself or the Prime
Minister’s secretary who handed the state-
ments to the Press for publication. But I
have here a copy of the statement which wasg
handed to the Press in Sydney at that time.
This statement appeared in the ‘‘Sydney
Morning Herald’s’’ igsue of the 7th Septem-
ber, 1416. Let me say here that the ‘‘Daily
‘Telegraph,”’ which is a leaaing newspaper of
New South Wales, point-blank refused to pub-
lish the statement, knowing it to he untrue.
1 was a trifle critieal or sceftical as to where
the information came from; but, lo and be-
hold! T happen to have a copy of the state-
ment here,

Hon. P. Collier: Read it.

Mr. MUXNSIE: T am not going to read any-
thing except what I ean vouch for as sigmed
by the Censor, However, the statement of
which T have a copy here was publigshed in the
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Press. The Prime Minister, before leaving
Sydney on that particular occasion, not only
used the censorship as a means of suppressing
information from the Australian puoblie, but
attempted to go a little further, in the other
direction, and to use the censorship itself for
the purpose of advertising William Morris
Hughes. T held in my hand a copy of the
statement then issued to the Press for publica-
tion, a copy signedl by the Censor himself.
1 wish, however, to (draw particular attention
to the heading of the matter which introduoces
the statement, The heading reads as fol-
lows:—

The fullowing is furnished tu you for
publication; no comment, and nu other re-
ference to the subject, is permitted.

Talk about a dictator! Did ever the Russian
Czar, in his palmiest days, atiempt to con-
trol the Russian people as Mr. Hughes did
ou this oceasion the Australian people? Here
is the statement that was allowed to be pub-
lished :—

Mr. Hughes at the Trades Hall Council,
Sydney. Beyond the bald statemeut that
he had attended a specially summoned
meeting of the Trades Hall Council and
that he had laid the position of the Govern:
ment and the country plainly before them,
Mr. Hughes could not bhe induced to aay
anything about what may fairly be re-
garded as perhaps the most momentous
meeting in the history of uniunism in Aus-
tralia, Some day the full story may be
told. To the meantime much must be left
to conjecture. But at least this is certain:
At the mecting, which hegan at eight and
did not finish until nearly midnight, about
two hundred delegates signed the roll, and
Mr. Hughes made a great specch and had
a great reeepiion, 1t is true that many
opponents of his policy were present, but
on the other hand, as the meeting pro
ceeded it became apparent that he had at
least as many enthusiastic supporters, His
specch not only made many converts, but
created a new atmosphere. He was as
gsailed by many question, and a hostile
speech by Senator Ferricks. But when the
meeting closed a vote of thanks to him
was carried by acclamation, amid lond
cheering and some hoohooing. Tt is not
too much to say that at this, the first meet-
ing at which Mr, Hughes has been able to
get direct to the representatives of union-
ism, as distinguished from the seeret junta
that pretends to represent it, the Prime
Minister ereated a profound impression.

The Prime Minister was practically respon-
sible for the statements whieh were cireu-
lated that the Labounr movement was heing
controlled by juntas. First of all he meets
the execufive, who turn Jdown his proposition
by 21 votes to 5. He refuses to allow anv
mention of that to be made by the Press of
Australia, and he demands that the couneil
of all the unions shall be called tagether, The
rouncil is called together, the Prime Minis-
ter comes along again. airs his eloquence at
that couneil meeting. and the meeting decides
against the Prime Minister by 160 to 60. Then
the Prime Minister supplies a statement to
the Press for publication, and on the same
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day he issues this instruction, ‘‘No report ot
the Labour council meeting last night to be
published.’’ This instruction is issued teo
‘every Press in Australia, That is pretty
stroug, After leaving Sydnmey he went to
Adelaide for the purpose of addressing a
Labour conference which was then sitting in
that city. Mr, Hughes was a busy man;
everyhody realised that, and he had to leave
again that afterncon for the purpose of get-
ting back to Sydney. JMr. Hughes addressed
the confercnee and, knowing that he had tu
leave on the same day, and that there was
no possible chance of the conference discus-
ging the proposal as submitted by him, Mr.
Crawford Vanghan, the Premier of South
Australia, moved that as Mr. Hughes had to
leave to cateh his train, the conference should
carry a vote of conlidence in him. The dele-
gates at that conference pointed out that it
would not be right to carry sueh a motion at
that jonciure They hud not discussed My,
Hughes’ proposal, and it wight be thought
that the conference were sympathetic with
regard to ¢onseription. Mr, Vaughan’s reply
was, ‘‘What nonsense; how ecan peopie say
that when you have not yet discussed it.?’
However, the motion was earried and Mr.
Hughes left for Melbourne, On the very
next day, not only in Melbourne but through-
out Australia, the FPress held up the Adelaide
conference ns something grand to look to,
because they had supperted the Prime Minis-
ter of Australia in opposition to their fellow-
workers in New South Wales and Victoria.
Mr. Hughes had issued iunstructions that the
fact that the vote of eoufidence in him had
been carried by the Adelaide conference
should be published broadeast, particularly in
Victoria and Western Australia, and the very
next day he issued a Ffurther instruetion pro-
hibiting any contradiction of that statement
in the Press, What T want to know is, how
can the people of the Commonwealth give a
fair deecision on any subject when we have a
man of that character at the head of affairs?
Personally, I have no faith whatever in Mr.
Hughes, espeeially after going through this
censorship business. I would not care what
Mr. Hughes had to say in the future, I would
not believe in him. Knowing that Mr.
Hughes was going back to Sydney, and that
he intended delivering his policy speech in
Sydney on the Monday night, the Sydney
““Worker’' of the weeic hefore, printed an
article in defiance of the Censor, and headed
that ariicle ‘*Hughes the dietator.””  The
paper explained to its readers the position
as it obtained with regard to the Adelaide
conference. They did that in defiance of the
Censor. They had some backing, and I hon-
estly helieve that a prosecution would have
followed hut for the influence of some of
those connceted with the newspaper. As a
matter of fart, Mr. Hughes had gone so far
that the whole of the representatives of the
Press in Syvdney decided to meot him on his
return and put forward the request that, nn-
less he was prepared to relax some of the in-
struetions he had issned with regard to the
rensorship, it was their intention to bhoyeott
him and to mnot publish one statement he
might make in the future. That brought him

[ASSEMBLY.]

to heel. Mr, Hughes immediately issued
fregh instructions and be amended his order
ag tollows:—

From Censor to FPress, 22nd September,
it is permissible, {1) To publish argu-
ments, resolutions, notices, cartoons, ete., for
and against conseription und the referen-
dum.

It will be remembered that only just pre-
viousty Mr. Hughes prohibited, through the
Censor, the publication of any resolution either
for or against conscription. The order from
the Censor to the I'ress continues—

{2) To criticise adversely, or to sup-
port the policy of the Government, provided
that the publication of such matter (a) does
not refleet on and is not offensive to Great
Britain or any of our Allies; (b) does not
incite a breach of any Federal or State law,
or any sort of strike; (c) does not coutra-
vene any of the provisions of the War Pre-
cautions  Act, or regulations made there-
unijer.

Here again Mr. Hughes has amended his in-
structions to the Press. .Aecording to the first
two paragraphs he has definitely allowed them
to do something which he prohibited them from
doing previously. But, in the last clause, there
is the dragnet; he can, if he so desires, issue
any instruction through the Censor under the
War Precavtions Aet and its regulations. Fol-
lowing on that again, there is another instrue-
tion from the Censor to the Press reading—
t*No reference i3 to be made in the Press to
proclamations published in Broken Hill by
anti-conseriptionists.’’ XNo mention was to be
made of these one way or the other in the
Press. I have one or two other instructions
here which I shall read. From Censor to
Press 3/9/16, ‘*No references whatever are
to be made in the Press to the proposed one
day a week sirike at Broken Hill.”' TFrom
Censor to Press 4/10/16, ‘‘The Press is ve-
quested not to publish any references to a
proposed cessation of work for the purpose
of holding a mecting, or any other purpose in
connection with the subjeet of conseription
or the referendum.’’ From Censor to Press,
#9(1) 1t is not permissible to publish any
references whatever to a proposed strike at
Broken Hill on Wednesday the 4th inst.; (2)
It is mot permissible to publish any direct or
indirect references to the stoppage of work
anywhere for the purpase of holding meetings
on Wednesday the 4th in connection with the
question of conseription; such references to
these meetings as do not imply a stoppage of
work or sirike are permissible.’” Another one
from the Censor to the Press is dated 2/9/16
and reads, 'Tt is not permissible to publish
the following:—(1) The following question
addressed by Mr. Cook to the Prime Minister
in the House of Representatives yesterday,
‘What wounld happen if the referendum failed?
Men would still have to he got somehow,’ and
(2} the Prime Minister answered. ¢ Awustralia
will not fail.? No¢ reference may he made in
the Press to this question and its answer.’’
Tt does seem strange to me that a public ques-
tion agitating the minds of the people of the
Commonwealth should not he permitted to
arpear in the newspapers, a guestion which
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was asked on the floor of the House by oune
Minister of another. Omnly those few scat-
tered people who are privileged to read Fed-
eral ‘‘Hansard’’ will ever Eknow anything
ahout this question and answer.

[The Deputy-Speaker took the Chair.]

Hon. J. Mitechell: Federal ‘‘Hansard’’ eir-
eunlates widely.

Mr. MUNSI[E: T admit that, but I am well
within bounds when I say that not & per cent.
of the people see it, let alone read it.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Mr. Cook was not a
Minister at that time.

Mr. MUNSIE: He was leader of the Oppo-
sition when he asked that question. Another
instruction from the Censér to the Press dated
16/9/16 reads, ‘‘The Press is requested not
to publish, or allude in any way, to the speech
made by Mr. Hanna in the Commonwealth Par-
liament suggesting that certain facts, revealed
to members at a secret session, should he told
to the electors.’’ I want to know what is the
good of the people of Anstralia electing
members to the House of Representatives if
one of their number gets up on the floor of
that JTouse and makes certain statements
which are not allowed to see the light
of day. T  have carefully vread DMr.
Hanna’s speech and I fail to see where he
gave away any fSecret which was told him at
that secret session. He, however, did make
several valuable suggestions to the public of
Australia, and because he made those sug-
gestions the instruction which I have read
was issued by the Censor to the Press.
Again, only those few who read Federal
‘¢Hansard’’ will be privileged to know what
Mr. Hanna did say. When things come to
such a pass the position is seandalous, and
especially when we remember that that kind
of thing ean happen in what is supposed to
he a free democracy. Again, on 28th August,
1916, the Censor issued the following instrue-
tion to the Press:—'‘No reference must bhe
made in the Press to remarks that Cabiuet
Ministers in the Commonwealth Government
are proposing fo resign.’’ Most of us are
aware why that notice was issued by the
Censor to the Press. We have had a partien-
lar gentleman here lately and we have learnt
a little of Federal history. We were given to
nnderstand that at that particular time Mr.
Hughes, as Prime Minister, had an absolute
majority of his Cabinef with him and that
the Federal Parliament was behind him, but
we know now that several members of his
Cabinet have threatened to resign and ome
has made a statement to the Press that it was
his intention to resign. Immediately there-
upon Mr. Hughes issued instructions to the
Press absolutely prohibiting the people of the
C'ommonwealth knowing that there wag such
a thing as dissension in the Cabinet and that
it was the intention of any Minister to re-
sign. Again, on 1st August, 1916, we have
the following letter from the Censor to the
Presg:—

The publication of the manifesto on con-
geription issued by the National Executive
of the Australian Trade Union Congress is
prohibhited.
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I well remember that during the first con-
seription  eampaign in Western Australia
those of us who were on the ‘‘anti’’ side
were repeatedly told that it was only a small
coterie that had met in Melbourne without
any authority whatever from the trades unions
or the individual unicnists, and had decided
to oppose comsecription. That is where the
word ‘‘junta’’ originated. That congress re-
presented over 300,000 Australian unionists.
They met and arrived at certain decisions,
ineluding the decision to issue a manifesto
in connection with no-conseription. The mo-
ment it was determined to issue that mani-
testo the Censor issued his prohibitive in-
structions. First of all the manifesto was
submitted te the Melbourne ‘fArgus’’ for
publication. The ‘‘Argus,’’ a3 in duty bound,
handed it on to the Censor, who cut out por-
tions of it. The remainder was published.
As soon as that appeared in the ‘‘Argus’’
Senator Pearce, as Minister for Defence,
forced an entry into the Trades Hall, Mel.
hourne, and seized the whole of the manifesto.
It was then decided to wait upon Senator
Pearce by deputation, As showing the posi-
tion whieh impelled the deputation to wait
upon the Minister, let me read the following,
which was sent by Mr. J. M. McEay to the
Sydney ‘‘Worker’’ for publication, hnt was
cengored: —

Condemned by Executive of PL.C. Fed-
eral members in attendance.

They are the headings. The letterpress is as
follows: —

The position arising out of the seizure
of the anti-eonscription manifesto of the
Trades Tnion Congress was discussed by
members of the Political Labour Council at
a meeting held on Friday and Saturday last,
Federal members representative of the State
of Victoria were present, and the question
of the military raid was exhaustively dis-
cugsed. Several resolutions bearing on the
question were passed, amongst them being
the following:—*‘‘That this executive, sit-
ting at the seat of the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment and consequently possessing & more
intimate aequainiance with the Common-
wealth administration than can be possessed
by the executives of other States, regrets
that in the interests of the Lahour move-
ment it has been constrained to make the
following statement:—1, That this execu-
tive has long been dismayed by the adminis-
tration of the War Precantions Aet by the
Defence Department. 2, That this execu-
tive has not made this protest earlier be-
cause it was convinced that through the
pressure of his responsibilities Senator
Pearce was often tgnorant of the proceed-
ings which he had by his signature au-
thorised. 3, That Senator Pearce cannot
evade personal responsibility for the receat
suppression of the anti-conseription mani-
festo of the Trades Union Conference, inas-
much as he bas (a) by his own admission
aothorised the seizure of copies of the
manifesto, (b) ratified and approved a
night raid upon the Trades Hall, Mel-
hourne, at the obtaining of an entry under
threat of force. (c¢) Personally suppressed
portions of the manifesto which have al-
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ready been passed by the Censor, and pub-
lisked in the ‘‘Argus’’ newspaper. (d)
Defended his action by groundless charges
of sedition and disloyalty.’’

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

As T have said, it was decided to wait upen
the Minister for Defence by deputation, with
a view to urging him to relinquish the attitude
he had taken up and remove the cmbargo
from the document. When it was declared
that Senator Pearce had himself suppressed
certain portions of that manifesto which had
passed the Censor, the Minister indignantly
denied it. He challenged any of the authori-
ties of the Trades Hall to prove that he had
suppressed anything in the manifesto which
had passed the Censor. Prominent among
those present at the depntation were Senator
Findlay, Mr, Mathews, M.P, Mr. Hanmna,
M.P., Mr. P. Moloney, M.P.,, Dr. Maloney,
M.P., Senators Barmes and McKissock,
Messra. Fraser, Gill, Blackburn, Holloway,
Bennett and Stewart. At the outset Mr,
Mathews raised the point as to whether the
Press was to be admitted. Some argument
ensued, at the conclusion of which the Minis-
ter said he could supply them with a copy of
the report. The copy I have in my hand is
from the shorthand notes taken by Senator
Pearce’s secretary, and is signed and supplied
by Senator Pearce himself. 1 make that
statement becauwse I propose to prove fthat
Senator Pearce is a liar.

Hon. J. Mitchell: What has that to do
with the motion?

Mr. MUNSIE : Everything. Senator
Pearce has said that he never used his posi-
tion as Minister to censor anything in that
manifesto which had been passed by the Cen-
sor for publication in the ‘‘Argus.’’ T will
prove that he did so voder his own signafure.
After the whole position had been explained
to Senator Pearce, Mr. Bennett asked why
the ‘‘Argus’’ had been allowed to publigh
the lot. The Minister said that was an in-
correct statement, that the ‘‘Argus’’ had pub-
lished only what the Censor had allowed them
to pnblish, that it was a faet that he himself
had cut out more than the Censor had eout
out. Senator Pearce himself made that state-
ment to the deputation, and he has since had
the brazen impudence to come before the
people and deny that he censored anything
passed by the Censor. With a view to deter-
mining what they would be permitted to put
in the manifesto, Mr, Stewart asked the Min-
ister if they could refer to the fact that be-
fore the war shipping companies had heen
carrying wheat at 7d. per bushel, and that
they were now charging 3s. 94. In answer
to this and similar questions, Senator Pearce
said he could? only repeat his answer to the
previous deputation, namely, that they must
submit what they proposed to publish. T
have here a complete copy of the manifesto,
including the censgred passages. Personally
I cannot see anything wrong in any of those
censored passages. In order to afford hon.
members an opportunity of judging for them-
gelves, I propose to read the complete mani-
festo, which is ag follows:—

Fellow unionists—Conseription is the law
in CGreat Britain and in the Republic of
the French.

That was allowed by the Censor to be pub-

lished, ‘T'hen the Censor struck out the fol-
lowing : —
In both countries conscription has been

used to render null and void all the achieve-
ments of trades unionmism, to destroy cus-
toms, rights, and practices, to dilute and
whittle away, to pnt unskilled in the place
of skilled, women in the ptace of men, child-
ren in the place of adults. In both countries
conscription has been used, not merely as
an instrument of national! defence, but as a
bludgeon to break down the standard of the
industrial e¢lasses. In both countries com-
scription commences, not in the seizure of
the body for slaughter, but in the procla-
mation itself. From that moment every sub-
jeet within the prescribed apes is a poten-
tial subject of the sword. From that mo-
ment every industrial is a slave, every act
of protest a crime, and every workman who
rises in indignation against the destruction
of some hard-won right or privilege of his
oenupation is seized, interned, deported or
conseribed.  Tn hoth countries the industrial
magnates, the controllers of geean transpor-
tation, and the great financiers, have been
permitted to wax fat on the blood of slaugh-
ter.

Every one of those statements is ahsolutely

true.  Yet they were not permitied to be pub-

lished, nor was the following:—

In both countries the suspension of trade
union conditions, the coercionist, and the
suppressive practices permissible under con-
seription have made trade unionism a mere
name, a memory of the past, have made the
workers the helpless vietims of every Grad-
grind. These things have happened in the
land where ‘‘ Britons never shall be slaves,’'?
and under the basner of Republican France,
In neither country have the toiling muiti-
tude been permitted to express an electiom
opinion upon the economic serfage ecreated
by conseription—no more than if they had
been inhabitants of the most absolute de-
spotism.

They permitted the following to go in:—

The principle of conseription is one thing,
its practice nite another. In principle it is
an instrument of national defence. In prae-
tice it is made an instrument of working-
class subjugation,

Then they suppressed the following:—

It is so under the Khaiser and the Czar.
It is so vnder the Union Jack and the tri-
colour of France, and sinee in Australin we
have seen a slavish imitation of the laws,
regulations, verbiage, and praetices of the
Imperial Government

Here they remove the embargo and permit the

publication of the rest of the sentence, as fol-

lows:;—
Tt behoves the organised toilers of Aus-
tralin to speak and act hefore the clock of
trickery is permited to strike the hour of
doom. Beecause, when the proclamation of
congcription is made, the hour is past, the
democracy is too late, its lips are sealed, it
can speak no more; every man js a soldier,
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suhbject to the laws, the decisions, and the
abrupt penalties of the drumhead. We place
no valne on the promises that conscription
will not mean for the worzers of Australia
what it has meant for the organised work-
ing classes of other lands.,

Then they asuppressed the following:—

We remember the promises made during
the passage of the War Precautions Act, and
under it and its regulations we have seen
suppression of speech and Press, imprison-
ment of workmen, and unpunished brigand-
age on the part of the predatory interesis.
Control of the metal resources of the conti-
nent by men who were the intimates of the
Germanic interests they introduced and fos-
tered; control of primary products by the
wheat sharks; control of shipments by Bell,
by Darling, and allied interests; control of
Commonwealth financial arrangements by
bankers and stock-jobbers; to all these is
to be added, if possible, control of the lives
and working conditions of the wage-earners
by the bugle and the drawn sword of miii-
tarism—such are the contrasts that confront
us. .

Sititng suspended from 615 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. MUNSIE: I have concluded reading
the whole of the resolutions to Congress that
were c¢ensored as well as the portions that were
permitted up to that stage. The balance of
the manifesto as submitted was not touched,
and it is not my intention, therefore, to read
any more frow it. I do, however, want to read
oue or two other extracts from memoranda
issued by the Cemsor to the Press. Here is
onc Jdated 8th August, 1916, from Censor to
Press—

The Press is requested to refrain from
publishing the resolution of the Storemen
und Packers union referring to the Minister
for Defence and the censorship.

On the 10th Auguost, 1916, a memorandum from
the Censor to Press reads—

The publication is prohibited of any
statement or suggestion that there are suf-
ficient reinforcements for the Australian
Imperial Forces to last until next January.

It will thus be seen that the Press were not
to be allowed to infer from figures given by
the military authorities themselves that there
were sofficient reinforcements to last up to
any given period. The Press are not per-
mitted to make any reference whatsoever to
this, or even to put forward any suggestions
that there were sufficient reinforcements to last
up to the end of January. Following on that
there is a memorandum from the Censor to
Press dated 27th August, 1916, ag follows:—

Administration of justice:—Press to Cen-
sor, pnblication of the address to the bench
by the defendant Sinclair during his trial
at Braken Hill on the 25th instant is pro-
hibited.

Here T wish to comment on the actions of the
("ensor, or on the actions of those who issued
the instroctions to the Censor., Here is a man
charged under the War Precavtions Aect with
an offence. He makes a statement in his own
defence in open court, and the publie and the
Press of Australiz are not permitted to men-
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tion anything the defendant said in his own
defence from the witness box. 'When people
do things like that the people of Australia
should be in a position to know who is respons-
ible and what is actually being dore, and why
it is being done. Here also is a communication
which was sent by Mr. Evans, the New South
Wales secretary of the P.L.L to Mr. Archie
Stewart, the general secretary of the Auastra-
lian Labour Federation, Melbourne, which was
suppressed—

New South Wales executive to-night rati-
fies conference decision to oppose conserip-
tion of human life for eervice abroad,

That telegram was sent by Mr. Evans after
the exceutive for New South Wales had again
met. Following upon the council baving de-
cided on a certain course the executive again
confirmed the resolution, and endeavoured to
notify the general secretary in Melbourne, but
the telegram was suppressed and never reached
hin. That is not the ouly insiance of the kind.
At least a dozen telegrams sent by the secre-
tary in New Sooth Wales to the secretary in
Melbourne did not reach their destination. The
result was that no commumication was being
reccived back, and the New South Wales
people thought that something had happened.
Aceordingly they sent a message from New
South Wales to Victoria to find out what had
been done and why no replies had been gsent
to the telegrams. They discovered that none
of the telegrams they had been sending had
been delivered, and that this was the reason
for no replies having been sent. It was at
this particular time that the discovery was
also made that it was not safe in the Trades
Halls of Melbonrne, Sydney, Adelaide, or
Brisbane to even speak over the telephone.
They found that the telephone communications
to the Trades Halls were being tapped, and
that listeners were being put on in order that
they could overhear all the conversations that
took place between the Trades Halls, and of
course report to the authorities. T want to
know why, if it was necessary to fap the tele-
phones hetween the Trades Halls, it was not
equally necessary to tap the telephones he-
tween other executive organisations.

Hon. P, Collier: The Employers’ Federation,
for instance.

Mr. MUNSIE: Why were not the tele-
phones of the Chambers of Commerce and
Manufactures and of the Employers’ Federa-
tion of Vietoria and New South Wales also
tapped? Why were the gentlemen helonging
to these organisations allowed to confer in
peace and send telephone messages to whom
they liked without interruption?

Hon, P. Collier: Or the executives of the
Farmers & Settlers' Associations?

Mr. MUNSIE: Because these happened to
bhe Trades Hall telephones they were tapped,
and listeners being put on to hear what was
being said. The matter then came to thia:
that if they wanted to get any information
rassing between State and State they had to
send such information by messenger. All that
cost money, hut they had to do it. Any
message from New South Wales to Vietorin,
and vice versa, was then sent bv messenger.
Thizs was the only way in which they could
hold communication hetween the States, Tt
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was desired to call a general conference in
New South Wales of the whole of the trades
unions of that State, and notifications were
sent out with that object. Not onc of these
notifications, however, was received by any
of the tradesvnions.  The result was that when
they wanted to call this conference they were
obliged to send messengers throughout New
Soath Wales in order to get the congress held.
This happened prior to the first referendum
campaign. Then, again, they wanted to send
literature from Viectoria, where they were
having it printed, to New South Wales. They
started despatching literature in the ordinary
way, but discovered that it was being held
up and wot being despatched. They then
decided they would send it by rail.  They
personally delivered it to the railway depart-
ment, and saw that it was put aboard the
train, but it never reached Sydney. They
then decided to send a messenger with the
literature, but the authorities stopped the
messenger and searched his box, and took the
literature out, They were cvidently not going
to be beaten. T will tell the House what the
organisationeg coneerned then had to do. They
procured a gentleman who was prepared to
wear the garh of a parson. He put on this
garb and they packed the literature in his
trunks, and despatched them to the railway
station for New South Wales, The gentle-
man himsell got aboard the train. The rail-
way aunthorities allowed these boxes to go on,
and the reverend gentleman appeared at the
other cnd, collected his boxes and got the
literature out. That was tbe only way in
which it was possible to send the literature
from one State to the other. People talk
about this being a frec country. If, however,
Australia has eome to his pass, that people
have to go to extremes of that deseription in
order to get literaturc passed from one Statle
to another, it is time something was done
to remove the persons responsible for this
state of affairs. 1 wish to give an illustra-
tion of something which happened loeally,
Mr, MeCallom, the general secretary of the
ALT, was at this time in the Eastern States,
and desired if possible te know what things
were like in Western Australia.  For that
purpose he sent the following telegram to Mr.
Clifford, Trades Hall, Kalgoorlie:
Flease wire me opinion of geldfields on

conscription. Appearances at present are

that proposals will be defeated by substan-

tial majority in three largest States. Kind

regards, MeCallum,
That telegram was never reccived in Western
Ausiralin. Why the authorities should sup-
press a telegram of that description is more
than I can understand.

The Minisier for Works:
quiries made?

AMr. MUNSIE: Yes, but no aatisTaction was

Were any in-

obtained.  Mr. MeCallum wired again, and
this message was received. Mr. Clifford re-
plied—

Special meeling Sunday morning re your
wire. Council divided and dealing finally
special meecting Sunday morning. Person-
ally strongly against proposal. Your per-
gonal views will greatly assist if wired not
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Iater than mext Saturday. Clif-
ford.

To that message Mr. MceCallum replied as.

follows: —

Clifford, Trades Hall, Kalgoortic. Reply
your request my views on proposal,  Am
uncempromisingly opposcd. Evidence not
wanting here that cheap labour is at the
hack of the whole scheme. Great excite-

Regards,

ment here. Martial law expected. God
help Labour if proposals carried.  Wire
eouncil's deeision.
That wmessage also wasg suppressed. [t never
reached this State, or at all events never
reached its destination,
Resolved that motions be continued,
Member: Were inquiries made?
My, MUNSIE: 7Yes; with no resolt. Re-

ceiving no commnunication from Mr. Clifford
in reply to the second wire, Mr. McCallum de-
spatched the following message:—

Clifford, Trades Hull, Kalgoorlie. Please
advise if you received my reply to your
wire time for Sunday and deecision. Me-
Callum,

I wigsh hon. niembers to observe how this
telegram was delivered. T hold in my hand
the telegram as delivered.  Hon. members
will ohserve that the message is not on a
telegram form, hut on an ordinary picee of

paper. Mr. Clifford replied as follows:—
No wire received from you. Possibly
censored. Council by large majority de-

cided against proposal. Clifford.
That message was received by Mr. MeGCal-
lum in the following form:-—

No wire received from you. Possibly de-
Javed. Council by large majority decided
against proposal.

Mr. McCallum again telegraphed—

Clifford, Trades Hall, Kalgoorlie. Fact
you not received my wire sufficient indica-
tion my opinion. See Needham,

At that time Senator Needham was on his
way to Western Australia, and that is how we
obtained information. When Mr, MeCallum
despatched the second telegram, the New South
Wales Censor wrote to him asking him to call
and see him, the Cemsor. Mr, MeCallum did
so. e states that the argument waxed pretty
hot. The Censor told Mr. McCallum that the
telegram had been stopped by him, Mr. Me.
Callum wanted to know why, and the Censor
stated that the reasons why the message had
not been sent were that it contained certain
statements likely to lead to misunderstanding,
and that in it Mr. MeCallom had suggested
that martial law wmight be proelaimed. On
the very day that Mr. MeCallum had lodged
this censorship message for transmission—
T want to state this in justification of Mr. Me-
Callum’s opinion—the ‘‘Sydney Daily Tele-
graph’’ published an article—in pretty large
type, as hon. members will observe from the
copy I hold in my hand—under the following
headings: ‘“Aet of Civil War. Revolution av-
erted.’’ The Censor permitted the publication
of that article, but Mr. MeCallum’s telegram
was suppressed because it contained a sugges-
tion that martial law might be proclaimed.
Anocther point taken by the Censor was that
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Mr. MeCallum had no reasen for suggesting
that coloured labour was at the back of the
proposals. | contend that there was every
justification for that statement of Mr, Me-
Callum, T say so on the authority of the
Censor himsgelt. Lf JMr. MeCallum had no
justification for making such a statement, why
was the following notification isseed by the
Censgor to the Press:—

T am directed to inform you that no re-
ference whatever is to be made in the Press
to the arrival or expected arrival in Aus-
tralia of a batch of Maltese immigrants.

Further, I wish to mention a lettergram sent
by Mr. Ryan, the Premier of Queensland, on
the 25th October, 1916, the 28th Octoler
being referendum day. The lettergram was
despatched to Mr, Clifferd, Trades Hall, Kal-
goorlie, on the 25th Octoher; and it was
placed in the letter box at the Trades Hall
at about 14 minutes to eight on the cvening
of the 28th October, after the vote had been
taken. Tt was sent with the intention that it
should he published in the Press, in order to
allow the goldfields public to know JMr, Ryan's
opinion on the referendom proposals. On the
29th October the following message was left
at the Trades Hall, once more in the letter
box:—

Lettergram from Brishane dated 25th
should have heen indorsed ‘‘delayed by in-
terruption to line.”?

It seems rather a strange coincidence that just
at that particnlar time the line should be in-
terrupted, and that the Telegraph Department
shonld send along a notification a few days
later that the interruption had oceurred and
that the lettergram ought to have been in-
dorsed accordingly. My opinion is that the
lettergram was deliberately held up in order
that the goldfields people might not know Mr.
Ryan’s opinion. I wish to say a few words
regarding other aspects of the subject. A
letter was sent from England by Mr. MeGrath
regarding the first Anzae vote. The letter
reads as follows:—

I see Billy has determined to hreak up the
party. T tip he will get the shock of his
life when the vote from the boys over here
i8 counted. It is z rare thing to meet a
private who says he is voiing eonscription,
If you get this before the vote is taken, you
can say that conseription has failed here.
Tt has been useful in dragging in the toilers.
The other ciasses either get exemption for
business reasomns, or go to work in munition
factories, The Australian sees what is going
on, and will give conseription a great big
no, or I have been most unfortunmate in
meeting only those opposed to it.

I ask hon. members whether there is anrthing
wrong in that letter, written by a soldier at
the Front and a member of the Federal Par-
liament, and expressing his opinion as fo what
the first conscription vote of the boys at the
Front would be. In my opinion it is only an
ordinary letter. Still, when submitted to the
Press for publication, it appears as follows:—

I see Billy has determined to break up
the party. T tip he will get the shock of hig
life when the—— It is a rare thing to
meet a private ——.  Tf you get this before
the—.
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The rest is censored. In my opinion it is
nothing short of a scandal that either a Censor
or anyone else should trear such a letter in
such a fashion. Nothing in that letter could
be of any advantage to the ememy in any
shape or form. The only result which might
aecrue from the publication of the letter
would be to give the people of Australia the
truth; and My, William Morriz Hughes did
nwot want that.

Hon. P. Collier: The letter was not for the
benefit of Billy.

Mr, MUNSIE: Yes; and that was the whole
trouble. A great attempt was made during
both referendum campaigns, ansd in fact is
still being made, to prove that the present
Labour party are controlled by the T.W.W,
Every member of the present Labour party
has been accused of heing an LW.W..ite.

The Minister for Works: By whom{

Mr. MUNSIE: By Hughes and Pearce, and
in particular by Lynch. By others it has been
said that if the whole Parliamentary Labour
party are not controlled by the [LW.W, yet
the trade unions are so contrelled, and especi-
ally the AW.U, 1t is said that the TL.W.W,
influence has erept into the Australian trades
unipn movement, and that the AW.U. in
especial is practically controlled by that organ-
isation. XNow I propose to read, not from the
““Worker '—1 might he prosecuted for having
that paper in my possession—but from an old
issue of the LWV, paper, ‘‘Direct Action,’’
The date is the 4th XNovember, 1916. This
paper gives absolute preof that the executive
of the A W.U. and its principa)l officers have
nothing whatever to do with the I.W.'W,, and
that they scout the LW.W, as an organisation.
Under the heading ¢‘Two significant Letters,”’
the paper publishes the following:—

Australian Workers’ Union, Head Office,

St. Andrew’s Place, Sydney, 20th October,

1916. Mr. Frank Bristow, representative

Yarra Yarra Station, via Holhrook. Dear

Sir, T have to acknowledge rcceipt of your

letter of 15th, cnelesing cheques valued £3

12s. and £1 93.  As requested, I have paid
te the No Conseription Fund P.L.L. the
cheque for £3 125, being amount collected
by the boys on behalf of the fight for the

No Conscription, and herewith enclose re-

ceipt for same. TUnder no circumstances

whatever would we pay meney over to the

I.W.W_, an organisation that for the past

two years has heen vigorously attacking the

union in the columns of its paper, **Direct

Action,’” and in the domains of other States.

T had occasion, in the past, through the

““Worker,’’ to point eut the insidious work-

ings of this German-American organisation,

and this organisation cannot he used as a

catspaw by them. We have no control over

individual members in this respect. Cheque
herewith  returned.  Yours  fratermally,

(Signed) E. Grayndler, general secretary,

per C.A A, Enclosed cheque and receipt.
Seeing that they are so free with their ton-
gues, saying that the ezecutive have been
caught and are being controlled by the TW. W,
I want to know what reply they ean have to
Mz, Grayniler, the general secretary of the
AW, who rubs it in pretty hard. In reply
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they sent the following letter, which was also
published. It reads—

To the Defence Committee. Gentlemen,
be pleased to find enclosed cheque £1 9s.
towards the expenses of men committed to
trial. I am directed to forward you the
enclosed letter whi¢h will explain why this
money did not reach you before. Please
return letter as soon as convenient. The
enclosed sum, subscribed by the shearers
here, does not bind them to holding with
the views of the 1L.W.W,, but is from a feel-
ing of sympathy with men who are up
against the laws of the country, and they
wigh to see them get a fair trial. Yours,
ete.,, (sgd.) Francis Bristow, Shed Rep.

I want to deal briefly now with the late in-
dustrial trouble which took place in the Com-
monwealth, and in doing so it ia my intention
to refer to the attitude of the Commonwealth
Government and the Censor in regard to the
returned soldiers. I have repeatedly made the
statement that letters written by returned
aoldiers to the Press have been suppressed.
The Prime Minister, in a letter which I read
at the beginning of my remarks, contradicts
that, but I ean produce six lebters which I
bave, all of which have been submitted to the
Press and by the Press passed on to the
Censor, who refused to allow them to be
published. I will read the instructions
which have been issued on this subject. This
is from the Censor to the Press, ‘‘I herewith
return pull headed, ‘Soldiers and Sailors,’
which must not be published at present until
after inquiry. I enclose memorandum dealing
with such matters founded on War Precaution
Regulation 28. If you desire it I will gladly
forward it to the War Committee for in-
quiry.”’ .

Hon. P. Collier: The Censor hag mnot heen
allowed to slow down on the job like the
ILw.Ww.

Mr. MUNSIE: The instruction goes on—
“In view of certain disparaging ceriticism, if
not of an exaggerated character, directly
tending to weaken discipline and to dis-
eourage recrniting, arrangements are now he-
ing made whereby any complaintd can at
once be made, subjeet to inquiry, and if
necessary steps taken to remedy them. The
Pregs are requested, on receipt of complaints,
to submit them to the Censor for imquiry be-
fore publication, or to refer them to the Com-
mandant or the department concerned in order
that inquiry may be made as to the faets, if
necessary, Further representations can be
made to the Minister or the War Committee.’’
1 have here a statcment which was published
in a newspaper in Western Australia and it is
not the statement of a red ragger, as they
term some of us, but it is the statement of
one of thelr own organisers, Mr. Watson, who
was out organising on behalf of the Soldiers
and Sailors Dependants Association. Some
time ago this gentleman spcke at Bunbury
and T have a copy of the report of his remarks
as it appeared in the ‘‘South-Western Times.’’
Unfortunately, and the member for Bunbury
will agree with me, the ‘‘South-Western
Times’’ does not reach many people in West-
ern Australia, but when the editors of other
newspapers in the State saw Mr. Watson's
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remarks, they expressed a desire 1o republish
them. A copy of the report was senc 10 tche
Censor, who returned it marked N.T.BP,
which means ‘‘Not to be published.’’  The
statement is headed ‘‘Soldiers and Sailors,’’
and staris, ‘‘Some plain speaking by organiser
Watzon was indulged in at Bunbury last
week.’’ The '‘South-Western Times’’ re-
ports passages like this—I will not read them
all but T will only quote those which are
worth reading—

Similar cases of hardship he quoted, many
outrageously symptomatic of ofEcial wrong-
headedness, and then horrified his listeners
by stating in all seriousness that he was
carefully selecting the mild cases, letting
his audience infer that when they became
educated, the particulars of the really
““hard’’ cases would be divulged for their
edification. Some of the cases he quoted
the association had succeeded in obtaining
some measure of redress for; others had
been brought up with a round turn by reaa-
ing of regulations, laws, and rules that he
counfidently asserted were nuever contem-
plated by the original framers. He then
scathingly referred {o an official in the Pen-
sions Office, That individeal he character-
sed as a slacker. He has personally seep
Jjust a few weeks back a poor lad shuffling
tlong with the aid of two sticks, grasped
with difficulty by his apparently palsied
shrivelled hands, applying to this hulkine
strong man for information ag to when his
pension would be due. The man behind the
counter asked when the soldier had put in
his application and the boy replied f‘Some-
time in April.’*  The fellow behind the
counter, whilst carefully manieuring his
own finger nails, superciliously demanded
the exact date, and the applicant confessad
he did not know, Then the storm burst.
He bhad the utmost difficulty in keeping
quiet, whilst the slacker, in receipt prob
ably of about £5 a week, insulted the war-
worn soldier wmaking applieation for a piti
ful 30s. for the same period.

That is sufficient to quote. I read it for this
purpose: there are cases mentioned by the
organiser of the Soldiers and Sailors’ Depend-
ants Assgociation, and I ¢an produce other such
cases of individuals themselves heing deairous
of letting the public know how they have been
treated, and having written to the Press the
Censor has refused permission for the letters
to appear. That is not giving the returned
soldiers a fair deal, nor is it giving a fair deat
to the people of the State. T will read a few
more instructions from the Censor to tihe
Press. Here is a startling one, *“The figures
quoeted by the Prime Minister on the 16th
December, 1917, regarding the caswnalties in
the British army are prohibited from publiea.
tion.”” Ts that giving the public a fair deal?
T maintain it is not. Instrnctions of that de-
scription should never have heen issued. Here
is another instruetion, which is one of the
strongest ever issued by a censor in this or
any other State, and this one went throughout
the Commonwealth. Tt is dated 3rd Decembher,
1917, ‘‘Publication is prohibited of a atate-
ment by Mr. Catts, MHR,, upon which he
is heing prosecuted. The fact that he is being
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proseeuted for a statement offensive to the
allied powers may be published, but not the
statement itself. ‘This instruetion applies to
beth ordinary news items amd reporis of court
proeceedings. "’  What is the inference to be
drawn from that? From the very day Mr.
Catts was summoned for making a statement
alleged to be offensive to the allied powers,
there was never a day but what one of the
Press in the metropolitan area and in some of
the prinicpal cities in Australia ridiculed Mr.
Catts as a disloyalist, What was this won-
derful and serious charge which was laid
against Mr. Catts? He was summoned for
making a statement that there were 8ix Aus-
tralian divisions, and that was an absolute
fact. When the trial came on for this enor-
mous offence for which he was blackened
throughout Australia by the Press, the eourt,
without asking Mr. Catts to go into the wit-
ness box, dismissed the case and gave five
guineas costs against the Government.

Mr. Teesdale: That shows how houest the
Government were.

Mre. MENSTE: The Government were so
honest that they issued instructions like
thuse which T have read. They were satis-
fied so long as they gagged the Press and al-
lowed the public to believe that JMr. Cuatts, as
a member of the Labour party, had made
some awful statements. They led the public
to believe thut Mr, Catts had said ssmmething
terrible about the British Empire and they
refused to allow the Press to publish the
actual statement which he 1id make, Here
is another instruction from Censor to the
Press dated 27th November, 1917, ‘‘Until
officially announced, the publication of any
alleged result of the soldiers’ vote on the pre-
sent referendum is prohibited.’” T take it
from that that the Prime Minister was be-
ginning to get u bit doubtful as to what the
result wouldl he. He wanted to get in early
and his desire was to prevent the pablie get-
ting any information until he was sure of
the result. 1lere is another instrnction which
is a scandal. Seme little time ago a Royal
Comniission was appointed by the Federal
Government for the purpose of inquiring and
reporting upon the administration of the
Naval and Defence Department. That Com-
mission drafted its report and snbmitted it
to Parliament and the taxpavers of the Com-
monwealth will have to pav the expenses of
the Commisgion. The moment the report is
presented, instruetions are issued by the Cen-
sor that publication of the report of the Roval
Commission i3 prohibited unless released hy
the Prime Minister or the Minister for De-
fence. T want to know what is the use of
appointing a Rowyal Commission tn inquire
inte the administration of naval and military
defence when the report of the Commission is
to be suppressed. Tt scems ridieulous to take
a stand like that. Here is another instanec.
We have been told repeatedls that all the
returned soldiers were opposed to the trades
unionists in econpection with the last irdus-
trial wpheaval, and we were Ted to believe
that, throughout the Commonwealth, all the
returned soldiers were carrving resolutions
against the strike which was then in exist-
ence. People who were in Sydoey at the
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time, and who camc over herg afterwards,
told us that processions were being beld by
the strikers, and that on one oveasion such a
procession wis headed by 600 returned sol-
diers, who thus showed their sympathy with
the strikers. Some of us doubted the accur-
acy of this in view of the absence of any
reference to it in the Press. Here we have
the explanation of that silence. [t takes the
form of another instruction from the Censor
to the Press, dated 25th August, 1817, as fol-
lows: —

Publication of statements to the effect
that returned soldicrs are in sympathy with
or assisting the strikers, or taking part in
strike meetings or processions, 15 prohi-
bited.

Everything was prohibited that was likely to
allow the public to get at the true position.
Some 20 or more telegrams regarding the in-
dustrial trouble were lodged in the Eastern
HStates for transmission to Perth, but were
never delivered. Two delegates were scnt
from Western Australia to the Eastern States
with the object of furnishing us with reliable
iutormation us to the progress of the strike.
Throughout the indusirial trouble the infer-
ences in the Press were that the various La-
bour cxceutives were responsgible  for the
strike spreading, My own opinion was and
is thut the last industrial upheaval was prac-
tically organised by the New Socuth Wales
and TFederal National Governments. It is all
very well for members to say ‘“Ob."’ Prior
to the industrial uplheaval, daily communica-
tions were passing between those two Gov-
ernments, while on the other hand it is cer-
tain that the Labour executives in the East-
ern States did their utmost to prevent the
strike spreading. Lt me read two telegrams
which, althongh accepted in the East, were
not delivered in the West. The first was
sent by Mr. Watson to ir, MeCallum in
Perth, as follows:—

Strike officially declared off. Engineers
resume work Tuesday.

[a there anything wrong with that telegram?
One would think that information would have
heen welcomed by the people of Western Aus-
tralia, notwithstanding whieh the Censor sup-
pressed the message, and it has never vet
reached iis destination. Aunother telegram
from the same source reads as follows:—

Defence committee declared strike off
for railway men, Fversleigh and Rand-
wick engineers, who are resuming work to-
morrow,  Will be attending mecting to-
morrow of waterside and transport work-
ers, who will be conaidering position.

That telegram was sent, not in code but in
plain language as T have read it, yet it was
suppressed hy the Censor. T have here three
other telegrams sent by one of the delegates
who went from here to the Eastern States,
Mr. Reneally, the peneral president of the
Railway Engine-drivers, Firemen, and Clean-
ers! Union of Western Australia, He was
sent over to use his influence in the direction
of bringing the strike to a cloge. On arriv-
ing at Adelaide Mr. Keneally conferred with
the executive of the local railway engine-
drivers. Afterwards he went to the telegraph
office to wire the result of his interview back
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to Perth. When he and Mr. Watson entered
the telegraph oftice and handed in their tele-
gram, tuc man bebind the counter read it,
turned it over to see the name on the back,
and remarked ‘“F, J, Keneally,’' Mr. Kene-
ally said ‘‘Yes.’” Then the official went away
and remained away five or six miuutes. On
his return he accepted the wire and the pay-
ment. That wire has never yet been received
at this end. What was the reason for sup-
pressing it? It reads as follows:—

Arrived here yesterday, Leaving for
Melbourne to-day. Things Adelaide nor-
mal. Trouble spreading in the East. Will
advise you Melbourne,

The message was addressed to Mr.| Backshall,
The deparlment took Mr. Keneally’s money
and, notwithstanding the suppression of the
telegram, neglected to refund it. It seems to
me a case for investigation by a Royal Com-
mission.

Hon. P. Collier: If they had Hughes in
Russia they would depose him in the proper
way, as hc ahould be deposed.

Mr. MUNSIE: I can understand why the
following telegram was suppressed; simply
hecause it expresses the opinion of the execu-
tive against the extension of the strike. Ad-
dressed to Mr. Backshall, Trades Hall, Perth,
it reads as follows:—

Working on strike defence committee aml
must advise no extension. Large proces-
sions here regularly. Poverty very acute.
How Western Australia.

Mr, Pickering: Ts that a certified copy of
the telegram!?

Mr, MUNSIE: XNo, but I can produce a
certified copy. I do not read telegrams the
aceuracy of which I cannot vouch for, nor do
I read statements of the Censor which hear

not the signature of the Censor. These are
copies of the telegrams. Here we have the
chief executive officer of the organisation

which, in Western Australia, was chiefly re-
aponsible for saying whether or not the strike
should be extended., That gentleman wired to
Western Australia advising an extension of
the strike.

Mr. Davies: Was that telegram suppressed?

Mr, MUNBIE: Yes. It has never reached
Mr., Backshall.

Mr, Davies:
for that?

Mr. MUNSIE: The reason that they wanted
the strike to extend.

The Minister for Works: What good weuld
that have done?

Alr, MUNSIE: In my opinion they wanted
the strike to extesd in order that they might
get all the unions implicated. They helieved
that under the then conditions they could de-
feat the unions and so he in a position to
carry the conseription referendum. Fortun-
ately the unions defeated that little plot. The
third telegram reads as follows:—

Backsghall, Trades Hall, Perth, Western

Australia. Great distress amongst members

here. Money wanted to save life. Treat as

urgent and wire. (Signed) Keneally,
That also was suppressed, It was sent from
Sydney. .

The Minister for Works: You do not give

them credit for muck cleverness.

What reason do you ascribe
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Mr. MUNSIE: I do not. They were clever
to an extent. They succeeded in keeping the
people of Awustralia in the dark for a time
but, as in most things that they undertake,
they overstepped the mark, and the people
came to realise what and who they were. If
they had been a little more reasonable they
might have had a little better success, in
respect to at least their second attempt, How-
ever, I am pleased that notwithstanding the
suppression of the true position, whether from
the Federal political standpoint, the war
standpoint, or the industrial standpoint, the
people of Australia are determined to resist
the shackles of conseription,

On motion by Mr. Pickering debate ad-

journed,

RETURN—RAILWAY PASSENGER TRAF-
FI0, GERALDTON DISTRICT.

On motion by Mr. MALEY, ordered: ‘‘ That
a retvrn be laid upon the Table of the House
showing:—(1) The receipts from passenger
traffic and number of passengers carried on
the Geraldton-Yuna line for the three weekly
trains prior to, and sinee, the inauguration
of the new time table; (2) the same particu-
lars regarding the Geraldton-Northampton
line during a similar period.’’

PAPERS—MINING T1.0aN, PHILLIPS
RIVER.

Hon. P. COLLTER (Bonlder) [8.30]: T
move—

f¢That all papers relating to the loan

granted to the owners of the Flag Mine,

Phillips River, be laid upon the Table of

the House.’’

The Minister for Mines: I bave no objec-
tion to the motion wunless the hon, memher
makes the allepations which he did the other
night.

Hon, P. COLLIER: If the Minister has no
objertion to this motion T will not take up the
time of the Hoose in debating it. As to
whether or not I shall make allegations de-
pends upon what I find after having perused
the papers. In the meantime I will formally
move this motion.

Question put and passed,

MOTION—TAIR REXNTAL LEGISLATTION.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN (XNorth-East Freman-
tle) [8.33]: T move—

“*That in the opinien of this House the
time has arrived when the Government
should introduce legislation for the deter-
mination of fair rents for dwelling houses,
husiness houses, and other premises.’’

In New Bouth Wales some time ago legislation
of this kind was introduced. This legislation
actedl as a deterent to unserupulous landlords
with respeet to unnecessarily raising rents he-
yond a fair valwe. It is true that the Act has
not been made much use of there according
to the information which has been placed at
my disposal by the Attorney iemeral. Several
hundreds of people, however, have appealed
before the board in New South Wales and
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had their rents reduced vnder this legislation,
For some time past the necessity for legista-
tion of this kind in this State has been dis-
cussed, and it was thought that the Royal
Lommission which was appointed to deal with
the eost of living would take up this ques-
tion us heing a matter which would come
within the scope of its inquiries. It has, how-
ever, not yet done so. We find that some peo-
ple of late have been increasing their rents
abnormally, more especially when we consider
that we are living in a time of war. The
reason they give for doing this is one which
I do not think any hon. member would sup-
port.  There are some business premises at
Fremantle with which I wish to deal. There is
one bunilding containing two very small shops
in High-sireet upon which a rental of £32 10s.
a month plus rates and taxes was heing
charged. 'This rent, however, has now been
inereased to £44 per month, There was no
rcagon for raising the rent, such as an in-
erease in trade.  Business has actually de-
creased instead of having increased, and the
consequence of this increase in rent was that
the person occupying these shops could mo
longer make a living there, and was obliged
to leave and go elsewhere. There is also the
ecase of a particularly small shop sitoated at
the corner of High-street and Market-street,
Fremantle, occupied by a ¢lothier, the rent of
which has risen from £26 per month plus
rates and taxes, to £43 7s. per month. This
kind of thing has been going on for some con-
siderable time.

The Attorney Geaneral: Ts
owner?

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Yes, a Jew. The rea-
son | ask the House to pass this metion is that
all landlords are not alike. Tt is necessary,
therefore, that we should intreduce legislation
of this description for the purpose of pro-
tecting householders and the occupiers of husi-
ness places from unscrupulous landlords. T
can, of course, give the names of some land-
lords who are dealing fairly by their tenants
and reducing rents during this time of ar,
["nfortunately, however, we have to deal also
with unscrupulous landlords, and it is my ob-
ject by legislation to deter other. landlords
from following in their footsteps. There is
scarcely a building in this loecality of Fre-
manile the rents of which have not been raised
during the last month or so by at least 25
per cent. Men have heen driven away from
established businesses becaunse they are unable
to obtain a livelihood there, and have now
heen obliged to look elsewhere. We know that
some Tandlords have been compelled under the
Water Supply and Sewerage Act to provide
new sanitary arrangements, fo have their
dwellings connected with the sewerage scheme,
and some of these landlords have been raising
their rents on these dwellings to such an extent
that although they have been given six Fears
with interest at six per cent. in which to pay
the Government for these installations, they
have charged their tenants such a rent that at
the end of six years the connections will have
been made at no cost whatever to the owner.
Some of the rents of the buildings T have in
mind have been raised from 2s. 6d. to 4s. a
week becanse of the sewerage connections, and

[11]
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in one case a man has had his rent raised by
3s. a week, the reason given being that the
sewerage installations have rendered this neces-
sary. No doubt the extra convenientes sup-
plied to some dwellings constitute an ex-
tra cost, and the landlords may be justi-
fed in putting on a slight increase to pro-
vide interest for his increased expendi-
ture. 1 do not think, however, it was the
intention of Parliament, when this sewerage
scheme was formulated, that the tenant should
pay the cost of the connections during the
period that the Government were providing
the money for the landlord. In two cases that
have been brought under my notice the land-
Jord was asked the reason for the increased
rental. [t was pointed out that business had
uot improved, and that there bad been ng in-
¢rease in trade to warrant the difference in
rents. The reply was that the Commonwealth
Government owing to the war were being com-
pelled to increase taxation, and that if the
Commonwealth Government put on increased
taxation to pay for the war the landlord must
pass it on. In other words, the landlords in-
tend to exempt themselves from any increased
taxation rendered necessary to provide for the
gafety of Australia and othet parts of the
British Empire. Whilst many of the best of
the young men of Australia are away in
Franee, Egypt, and other places fighting for
our safety, these miserable curs and wretches
refuse to eontribute one penny of their in-
comes to pay for the safety of their property,
which iz emsured by’ the lives and limbs of
our men at the Front.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

Mr, Troy: Who did these buildings belong
tot

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: I would rather not
divulge any name. These people were asked,
““Suppose the war continues and increased
taxation comes along, what will your position
be in regard to rents then?’’ The reply was,
‘“We will increase your rent accordingly.’’ T
got this from a business man of repute in
Fremantle, and he said at the time, ‘I was
never more inclined to knoek a man down than
1 was then when I realised that wmy relatives
were fighting for such cors.”’  'Thias gentle-
man was too old to go to the war himself.
I ask hon. members whether they are agree-
able that this kind of thing should eontinue.
Such legislation as I suggest would not bhe
a great expense to administer. Officers could
he appointed as a board, and provision could
he made as in New South Wales for legitimate
repairs and ontgeings. T maintain it iz the
duty of every member of the House te see
that every person, no matter who he is or
what he is. should meet his just dues in the
way of taxation, and that these dues should
not be placed on the shaulders of other people.
T was hoping that this House would request
the Government to introduce a Bill to pro-
vide means whereby persons who are occupiers
of dwellings or business premises could make
application when extortionate rents are being
charged, especially during war time, and that
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these applications could be dJdealt with fairly
before a board which would be appointed. Ex-
tortionate rents do exist as well as nnscrupn-
lous landlords, and that being the case it is
necessary that some legislation should be
formulated to protect the public against them.

The PREMIER (Hon. 1. B. Lefroy—
Moore) [8.43]: This is an important matter,
and one which the Government have not had
time to fully consider, The hon. member has
quoted certain instances in which wo doubt
there is some hardship, but it is net usual to
legislate in this House for only spevial cases.

Hou. W. C. Angwin: 1 can only quoie the
eases that are brought under my notice.

The PREMIER: The question of rents is
regulated by the law of supply and deinand.
I have not heard of excessive rents being
charged as a general rule up to the present,
and as a matter of fact I think that rents
have actually decrensed.

Hon. P. Collier: Not in the poorer class ot
houses.

The PREMIER: Before the Government
can pledge themselves to legislation .of this
description the matter will have to receive
careful consideration. We also require to be
perfeetly satisfied that we are justified in
submitting such legislation to the House. [
do not like this form of instreecting the Gov-
ernment to introduce legislation for any pur-

0se.

Hon., W, C. Angwin: It is not the first time
it has been done. .

The PREMIER: T am quite prepared to ae-
cept the motion if it is amended to read,
“*That the time has arrived when the Govern-
ment slhould take into cousideration the ad-
visableness of introducing legislation’’ for
this purpose. T am wunable to aeccept the
motion in the form in which it is now sub-
mitted. The Government have to fully con-
sider any matters regarding which it is pro-
posed to legislate before submitting them to
the House. T do not think the Government
will be justified in introducing legislation of
this kind, which is novel in Western Aus-
tralia, without looking earefully into it. We
have quite enough legislation in ghis State
already. Tt would be unwise to overload our
Statute-book with legislation of this kind, nm-
less there was some real and good reason as
well as proper grounds for doing so. [ shonld
not he prepared to introduce legislation
merely because of the instances of high
rents <quoted by the hon. member. In
every walk of life and in every class of busi-
ness some people will be found wha over-
charge.  Only one partienlar case has been
given to-night. We are not told that the prae-
tice is general in Western Australia,

Hon. W. €. Angwin: There have
dozens of soch cases,

The PREMTER: T hope hon. members will
pause before agrecing to this motion, which
I must oppose. The Government will be
pleased to inquire into the matter, and if the
eondition of the people is found to be em-
Barrassed by reason of improper treatment in
this respect we will then consider the advisa-
hility of asking the Hounse to take action. But
the question of rents is a question of supplv
and demand, and it would he unwise for this

been
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House to introduce legisiation of the ¢harae-
ter indicated, wilkoul geod and sufficient
groumls fur doing so.

Hon, ¥, COLLLER (Boulder) [8.43]: 1 am
rather surprised at the grounds of objection
raiged Ly the Premier to this motion. In the
first place the bon, gentleman takes exception
to its wording. He says that it is an instrue-
tion to the Government to introduce legisla-
tion of this kind. [In that regard I think 1
am safe in suying that the motion is couched
in the terms usually employed when there is
a desire to obtain from the House an expres-
sion of opinion on such & matter as this. 1t
aught not to be above the dignity of the Gov-
ernment to take an instruction from the peo-
ple’s representatives gathered together in
this Chamber.

The Prenier: But the question has not been
debated.

Hon, P. COLLIER: T am dealing now with
the cbjection taken by the Premier to the
wording of the motion.

The Prewier: There is to be an instruc-
tion without any debate.

Hon. P, COLLIER: I submif that this is
the proper tribunal to give instructions to the
Government. If it is not permissible for this
House to give directions to the Government
upen a matter of this kind, or npon any ether
miutter of public intercst, then I do not know
of any other hody in the State that ought to
give instruction to the Government. May L
be permitted to suy that the Premier’s ob-
jection becomes most astonishing when we
have regard to the fact that irresponsible
bodies. not representing the electors in this
Chamber or in any other way, are in the
hahit of giving instructions directly to the
Premier and the Government on matters of
policy. Did the Premier take exception to,
for instance, the instruetion given to his
Government last week by an executive meet-
ing in Perth and consisting of 12 or 14 mem-
bers, a junta, the executive of the Farmers
and Settlers’ Association? That hody gave
direet and specific instructions to the Gov-
ernment that they must not for a moment
dream of increasing railway freights and
Tares. Further. they gave instructions to
the Government that they must not on anv
consideration proceed to dispose of the imple-
ment works—a State trading concern—not-
withstanding the fact that the present Gov-
erninent eame into offlice, and ousted their
predeeessors, principally on the guestion of
State trading concerns.

Mr. Troy: Solely on that question.

Hon. P. COLLTER: The present Govern-
ment won to office practically on the plea that
they were opposed to interference with pri-
vate enterprise hy State trading concerns.
But the irresponsible junta that met in Perth
lagt week, comprising 14 members of the
Farmers and Settlers’ Association and 10
members who represent that association in this
Chamber:

Mr. Pickering: Were you there? You seem
to know all about it.

Hon, P. COLLTER: T was not there, The
“Primary Producer’’ supplied me with all
this information. The junta are not even
at the pains of saving that ‘‘in the opinion
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of the executive'® it would be unwise for the
Govermment to increase railway tares and
freights.  They issue positive instructions to
their wembers of Parliament that they must
not support such inereases. The juuta thus
go infinitely forther in the matier of instruet-
ing the Grovermment than Joes this mild mation,
which merely purports to obtain an expression
o uvpinien. “Theretore 1 think L am justified
in saying that the Premier spoke wilh a goo.l
deal of insincerity when opposing the motion
on the ground that it represented anm instruc-
tion . to the Governmenti. Again, the Premier
says the matter is regulated by the law ot
supply and demand. T am astonished that
the Premier should use such an argument after
three and a half years of war, in which not
only the Government of this State, but the
Government of every country in the ecivilised

world, huve interfered with the law of supply
and demand. ‘That law has, in fact, been
knocked entirely out of existence. If therc

is one thimg the war hag done more than an.
vther, it is to upset the whole theory of the
law of supply and demand. The State, the
nation, and the Empire, it has heen found,
are not secure if we trust to the law of supplv
and demand in war time. The necessities of
the situation have in all conatrigs imposed
innumerahble interferences with the law of
supply and demand. The Governments of ajl
the countries cngaged in the war. right along
the line, liave been compelled, in the interests
of national safety, to abrogate the law of
supply and demand. And the Premier now
comes forward with that objection to this pro-
vosal.  All price regulation proposals represent
interference with the law of supply and de-
mand, Why have we so many price fixing
hoards sifting in Australia, interfering with
the Jaw of supply and demand? Why has the
wheat pool heen established to interfere with
the law of supply and demand? Where would
our farmer friends he if they had had to trust
to the law of supply and demand for the dis-
posal of their wheat during the past two or
three years? Therefore T contend that what-
ever arguments or objections there may be
against this proposal, ther do not lie nlong
the argument or objection as to the law of
supply and demand. Tf the Commonwealth
Government and the various State Govern-
menta have found it necessary to estahlish
tribunals in order to fix the prices of the com-
modities required in daily life, surely it is
just as essential that there should he some
hoard or tribunal to regulate the amounts
ehargeahle for rent. As a matter of faet,
rent is one of the most important items in
the ordinary worker's hudget of expenditure.
Tf we are justificd in fixing the amouont that
the baker or the buteher or the grocer may
Fe allowed to charge for the goods he snnnlies
to the publie, why should the landlord he im-
mune from this principle which has heen
generally adopted Auring the nast twe or
three vears? Why should the haker anmd the
huteher and the grocer have tn submit fo price
regulation. and the landlord alone, amonost
our vrivate enterprise friends, be permitted
‘to charge whatever he may he able to extiract
from the pockets of his tenants, in accord-
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ance with the law of supply and demuod:
Let me point out, too, that the law or suppry
and demand does not operate in this matier.
In normal times, we know, the supply, in e.ee-
tion of houses, would progress side by siue
with the dewmand for house aceommodation.
But we know perfectly well that, atter three
years of war, building operations have ubmost
entirely ceased, ceased becanse of the high
prices charged for material, ceased Lecausc
of the difficulty, in many cases, of even piu-
curing the necessary building material. Gal-
vanised iron is umnprocurable at the present
time at wlmost any price, and we know per-
fectly well that galvanised iron is one of the
main items in the erection of buildings. So
that supply has almost entirely ceased in the
matter of house accommodation, more yar-
ticularly as regards the poor class of houce,
during the past year or two. But the demand
is going on all the same. 1s the landlord to
he permitted to take advantage of the fact
that the supply has ceased whilst the demand
coutinues? Is he to be permitted to take
advantage of that fact in order to raise his
renis?

The Minister for Works-
vantage of it?

Hon. P, COLLIER: Undoubtedly. The hon.
gentleman will find that that is so particu-
larly as regards houses in working class sub-
urbs, the three, four, and five roomed houses
wherein the workers mostly dwell. The rents
of such houses are out of all proportion to
the wages or incomes of the majority of the
tenants.

The Minister for Works: My personal ex-
perience is the other way abont.

Mr. Davies: T think it was admitted in the
Arbitration Court that rents had increaged.

Hon. P. COLLTER: T think so, too. In
fact, one need only spend a few hnurs inquir-
ing into rents of houses in working class
snburbs i order to find out that rents have
been and are being raised. Tt is impossible
to obtain anything like a decent house, cap-
able of aecommodating a man and his wife
and four or five chillren under decent condi-
tions, for less than £1 2 week. If a man in
receipt of £3 per week has to hand out £1
by way of rent, how is he to maintain his
family on the balance of his wages? There
is, in faet, a better case for the regulation
of rents than there is or has been for regula-
tion of the prices of many commodities, be-
canse as regards these there has heen the
ordinary supply and consequently a tendency
to keep down prices. Tn the matter of house
aecommodation, on the other hand, the supply
has not kept pace with the demand. More-
over, this is not a novel idea. Legislation for
the fixing of rents has been on the Statute
book of New South Wales for some years. If
nne turns up files of the New South Wales
papers, one ecan find any day in the week
reports of cases tried in a court, presided over
by a judge, for the fixing of fair rents.

Hon., W. C. Angwin: The court has fixed
the rents of about 600 houses.

Hon. P. COLLIER: TIf one turns to the
files of the Sydney newspapers there will be
found in them reports of cases which have

Is he taking ad-
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been brought hefore the tribunal to deal with
rents, and the tribunal in each case has de-
termined the rents. In almost every instance,
too, it will be found that the reuts have been
reduced. If the necessity for a tribunal like
that exists in Sydney, we are justified in as-
suming that it exists here too. There would
be a limited number of ecases which would
come under the observation of the member
who moved the motion, and if what he re-
lated exists in his electorate, we can rest as-
sured that a similar eondition of things exists
in other parts of the metropolitan area as
well. The motion was placed on the Notice
Paper some few weeks ago and the Govern-
ment have had the opportunity to give it some
consideration, They bave not been over-busy
too, it will be found that the rents have been
dawdling in a Iackadaisical fashion waiting
for something to turn wp. It is really a Mi-
cawber-like existence that we are living.

The Attorney General; You mear on your
side,

Hon. P. COLLIER: On ‘the Government
side. The responsibility rests with the Gov.
ernment, not with the Opposition. We are in
the glorious position of being, for the time,
irresponsible critics. The Government should
have given this matter some consideration.

The Premier: We did so.

Hon. P. COLLIER: If the Government had
done so, we should have had something defi-
nite told us, instead of which the desire to
shelve the matter has been expressed. This is
one of the questions which has been allowed
to stand over longer than should have been
the case. We have had price fixing for years
and there has been no attempt to limit the
amount landlords have been allowed to charge
a3 rent. I understand the member for Kat-
anning is going to move the adjournment of
the debate. I would prefer that members ex-
pressed a definite opinion on the matter, in-
stead of adjourning the debate and allowing
the motion to get to the bottom of the Notice
Paper, where it will remain until the end of
the session. The motion merely affirms a
principle which has been adopted ever since
the outbreak of war.

Mr. Davies: How long has it been in opera-
tion in New South Wales?

Hon. P. COLLIER: About three years.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Mipis-
ter): The Labour party there say it is not
effective.

Hon. P. COLLIER: If the Labour party
say that, it is not hecause they are opposed to
the principle, It may be that the Act is not
a3 effective as it might be. The Labour party
there certainly endorse the prineiple.

Mr. Troy: According to Knibbs, the redue-
tion in rent law has been in force in New
South Wales since 1915 and Knibbs also shows
that there has heen a continual increase in
rents in Western Augtralia.

Hon. P. COLLTER: And the Premier says,
let us shelve the matter. I support the mo-
tion and I appeal to members not to go baek
on na,

Mr. THOMSON: 1 move—

“That the debate be adjourned.’’
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Motion put and a division taken with the

following result:—

Ayes .. .- .. 24
Noes .. . o1
Majority for oo 13
AYES,
Mr. Angelo Mr, Meney
Mr. Broun Mr. Pickering
Mr. Davies Mr, Piesse
Mr. Draper Mr. Ptlkington
Mr. Durack Mr. H. Rabinson
Mt teonrge Mr. R, T. Robinson
Mr. Grlffitha Mr. Stewart
Me. Harrison Mr. Teesdale
Mr, Hudsoo Ar. Thomson
Me, Lefroy Mr. Underwood
Mr. Maley Mr. Willmott
Mr, Mitchell Mr. Brown
{Teller.}
Noza,
Mr. Angwin Mr. Munusle
Mr. Chesson Mr. Troy
Mr. Collier Mr. Walker
Mr. Green Mr, Willenck
Mr Jones Mr. OQ'Loghlen
Mr, Lutey (Teller.)

Motion thus passed.

MOTION—GREAT WESTERN RAILWAY,
PROPORTIONATE FARES.
Mr. GREEN (Kalgoorlie) [9.12]: T move—
““That in the opinion of this House, the
fares from Kalgoorlie to Adelaide on the
Great Western Railway should be reduced
to a proportionate basis commensurate with
its nearer proximity to Adelaide as com-
pared with Perth. That in accordance
with this motion it is desirable for the Gov-
ernment to enter into negotiations with the
Federal Government with a view of making
a substantial reduetion on the fares from
Kalgoorlie east on this basis.’’
There have heen several meetings held on the
goldfields on the subject of the fares charged
from Kalgoorlie to Adelaide. Meetings were
also held prior to the opening of the line
shortly after the announcement was made as
to what the fares would be. All sections of
the goldfields are unanimous on this question
and it wag decided that when Mr. Watt paid
a visit to Western Australia a deputation re-
presentative of all the goldfields municipal
bodies and roads boards should wait on him
and that representation should be made to
him in the direction of Dringing about a
greater reduction in the fares, At one time
it was proposed that the fares from Kal-
goorlie eastward should be on the same basis
as the fares from Perth. An objection was
raised against making a low reduetion and
it was held that in Ameriea and other coun-
tries where similar railway systems prevail,
the fares were regulated on a capital to capi-
tal bagiz. After considerable agitation it was
shown that in maore thickly populated coun-
tries than Western Awustralia the distance of
375 miles, which iy the distance betwesn
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Perth and Kalgoorlie, was regarded as the
distance between capital and capital, The
Federal Government appreciated this point
and granted a concession to the extent of re-
cognising Kalgoorlie as a ecapital. That re-
duction, however, amounted merely to 10s
less than from Perth on first class fares, and
0s. 6d. second class. The fare from Perth to
the Eastern capitals is not a high one. First
class from Fremantle to Adelaide is £7 10s,
and from Kalgoorlie £7. From Melhourne to
Fremantle it i3 £10, and to Kalgoorlie £9 10s.
The second class fare from Fremantle to
Adelaide i1s £5, and from Kalgoorlic £4 13s.
6d., and so on, pro rata, to the other Eastern
eapitals, Coming westwards from Melbourne
the first class fare is £2 10s. less from Ade-
laide, while the sccond class fare shows a re-
duetion of £1 13s. Gd. as against Melbourne,
This for a distance of 482 miles. On that
hasis the fare from Kalgoorlie eastward should
be 39s. less than from Perth first class, and
265, less second class. We recognise that this
is a question to be dealt with by the Federal
Government. Owing to the abandonment, for
good rteasons, of the celebrations in connee-
tion with the opening of the Great Western
Railway Mr. Watt ddid not come West, and
congequently it remains for me to get, if I
can, a sympathetic hearing in this Chamber.
T desire the sympathy, not only of our direct
National friends occupying the Treasury
bench, but also of that party allied with them,
that party whose watchword is decentralisa-
tion. On the basis of justice, and in accord-
ance with their avowed policy, on this ocea-
sion we ask that party to vote with the gold.
fields members and the membhers sitting on this
side of the House. We are asking merely for
a fair deal. Public meetings at Kalgoorlie,
no matter by whom they may be addressed,
are not as important nor do they carry weight
so effectively with the Federal Government as
would a resolution of the Legislative As-
sembly. TIf he would, the Minister for Rail-
ways could enlighten the Chamher as to the
amount the Federal Government allow the
State Railway Department upon each fare
taken out from Perth to Adelaide. T under-
stand that amount is in the neighbourhood of
30s. first class and 25s. second eclass. There-
fore, it secms only fair that the Federal Gov-
ernment should be asked to allow the gold-
fields people to pay the same amount as they
receive net for a passenger coming  from
Perth or Premantle. It is curious that a
person desiring to travel from Laverton or
Norgeman, which are far cloger to Adelaide
than is Perth, has not only to pay, as from
Kalgoorlie, a fare within 10a. of what has to
bhe paid from Perth, but has in addition to
pay a fare amounting to considerably more
than is reprcsented by the journey from
Fremantle to Kalgoorlie. Seeing that finance
does not enter into this question, and that
the Government are a National Government,
representing, as we are so0 frequently told,
the people as a whole, and not any one class;
and seeing that they are backed up by a see-
tion of the House which, when it once gets
its attention off super and wheat, reduced
railway charges, and the thonsand and one

concessions which have heen given to the far-
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mers, will have time to praciise its professions
of decentralisation, I hope that both the Gov.
ernmept and their supporters will vote for the
motion with a view to moving the Federal
Government in this matter,

On motion by the Minister for Railways
debate adjourncd.

MOTION—COLLIE (0OAL (COMMISSION,
TO ADOPT RECOMMENDATIONS.
Mr, O'LOGILEN  (Forrest) {9.21]: [
move—
¢“That in the opinion of this House the
findings and recommendations of the Royal
Commission on the coal indus{ry should be
given effect to.’’
It is necessary at Lhe ontset to point out that
(‘ollie coal is no new subject in the House.
It has been debated here on numerous occa-
sions, and many sericous attempts huve been
made in the House to deal with the technical
diffienlties that surround the iodustry. I
am moving to-night on behalf of the member
for Collic (Mr. Wilson), who is absent in
France. Were he here to-night he would be
moving ia the same direetion. This Royal
Commission originated as the result of a pro-
posal to put inte effect the Government
poliey for the increase of railway freights,
When an all-round increase was contemplated
on the carriage of commoditics, coal was in-
cluded, and it was owing to the strong repre-
sentations made by Mr. Wilson that the
Royal Commission came into being. The per-
sonnel of that Commission won confidence
and respect. It consisted of Mr. Simpson,
now Pablic Service Commissioner, Professor
Woolnough, who was the chairman, and Mr.
Wilson, the member for Collie, who, one
might sy, was horn in a c¢oal mine and has
been associated with the industry all his life.
I need not say wmueh in regard to the merits
or dewmerits of Collie eoaal, but I wish to
point out that most of the electrical plant in
Perth, the tramway system, and all the in-
dustrial eoncerns of the metropolitan area,
are to-day being driven by power won from
Collie coal., Prior to the outbreak of war
Collie coal was fast becoming establisied as
a  bunkering fuel. The P. & 0. Company
were nsing it extensively, and the Germans,
with their commereial instinet, were prepared
to utilise Collie coal in large quantities, As
the resnlt of their bunkering experience with
Collie coal, they have put on reeord reports
showing that the coal suited the purpose ad-
mirably. Arguments for a more extended
use of Collie coal by the State are unneces-
sary. The point T have to deal with to-night
is the diserimination between certain coal
mines on the Collie fields. Tf Roval Commis-
sions are not to become a farece in Western
Australia it is about time that Parliament
took some notiee of their findings and recom-
mendations. I am aware that we have two
Royal Commissions sitting at present. The
Callic Coal Commission sat for a considerable
period, and cost some thousands of pounds,
The commissioners prepared a voluminous re-
port. and we have from them certain findings
and recommendations, which serve to demon-



242

strate that after exhaustive iaguiries the
members of the Commission were able to hov-
ritise thcir ideas in a summary, to whicih [
uow ask bie House to give approval. Since
the Commissioners report was presented and
laid on the Table, great discontent  hay
arisen in the railway service, owing to the
fact that the engine-drivers have objected
to burnming some of the Collie eoals, Most
members understand that the industry at
Collie consists of half a dozen mines. It is
claimed by the railway engine-drivers that
some of the mines produce a commodity
superior to that of the other mines. I am
not awarve of all the conferences that have
been held, but certainly conferences have
taken place between engine-drivers and the
mine owners., More recently the Minister for
Railways arranged a conference between re-
presentatives of the whole of the mines on
the Collie field. I made application to be al-
lowed to attend that conference, not with a
view to parbicipating in the discussion, but
merely as one interested, without, however,
being possessed of that knowledge which 1
would like to have of the intrieacies of the
eoal industry. I wanted to hear the clash of
‘thought and the confliet of opinion between
those men whose brend iand butter depend
upon the industry. 1 regret that 1 was not
preseut at the conference, and that T have
not been able to find out mueh about the
trend of the discussion.

The Minister for Railways:
were represented.

Mr, O’LOGHLEN: So I understand, but 1
regret that I did not hear the discussion, so
that T might have been au fait witii the argu-
ments. As a result of those confercnces, we
find that there is an element of doubt as to
what i8 to be the next move. I am appre-
hensive myself that certain strong represen-
tations will be made which, if pgiven effeet
to. wounld strike a reeling blow at the Collie
coal industry and practically cripple the town
itgeif.

The Minister for Railways: Tt would not
limit the output.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: No. The argument ad-
vaunced by the locomotive drivers against
tile attitude adopted by the Minister up to
the present is that he has not diselosed his
band. T am not going to say amything dis-
paraging as to the attitude of the locomotive
drivers; L am convinced that if I were an
engine-driver human nature would prompt
me to take up a similar attitude.

The Minister for Railways: We are merely
trving to arrive at a satisfactory selution of
the diffieuliy.

Ar. G'LOGHT.EXN: T hope T am not doing
anvthing to retard that. T am pointing eut
the difficulties that lie ahead, and T am going
to appeal to members that if it shonld come
tn a question of whether a greater degree of
eomfort and convenience is to be given to
locomotive drivers, we shall have to consider
the injury which might thereby be done to
the indnstry, Tt will be for the House to say
whether they will pin their faith Lo the fur-
thier development of that primarv industry,
or coneentrate the coal consumption of the
Rnilway Department in one or two mines,

Ali parties
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ITon, J. Mitelell: It may increase the out-
put.
{The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Mr. O'LOGHLEXN: The output cannot well
be incrensed, While one mine may he able
to supply all that is necessary, no hon. mew-
ber will confend that a one-mine town io any
part of the world is any good. The element
of eompetition is brought about by firms
trying to devclop better seams, trying to get
a better commodity. That spirit shonld be
euncouraged.

The JMinister for Railwavs: Then you are
in favour of competition?

Mr. O'LOGHLEXN: Yes, when it means a
better fuel, I feel that if the proposal wiiieh
Lias recently gained prominence is given
effect to it will not only coneentrate in the
hands of one firm the entire coal consump-
tion of the Railway Department, but it wili
mean the dismissal of some 300 men and,
Jater on, when the supply is safely in the
hands of that one firm, thex will be able to
dictate their own terms as to the selling
price of the coal.

The Minister for Railways: You are un-
duly apprenhensive.
Mr. O’'LOGHLEN: T may be. After all,

T want te know why there was this desperate
fight if we had not some grounds for bheing
reasonably apprehensive. 1 am speaking for
five out of the six companies operating at
Collie, for the whole of the employees of the
mines, and for the whole of the townspeople.

The Minister for Works: Will not the
price of Newcastle coal regulate the price of
Collie coald

Mr., O’'LOGHLEN: It is not a question of
price. It is a question of whether the Gov-
ecrnment are going to alter the present policy.

Hon. T. Walker: It is a monopoly.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: There has heen abun-
dant evidence to prove that Collie Coal is im-
proving. There is one particular mine at
Collie, the Westralian, in which they dis-
covered a particularly good seam.

The Minister for Railways: Lately?

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Yes. And let us hope
that this will be the means of bringing a het-
ter commodity from the whole of the eoal
fielda. What I desire to emphasise is the
effeet that an alteration of policy would have
upon this very important industry.

The Minister for Railways: You are
confining yourself to the adoption of
report.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I wish t0 make my
position perfectly clear. If the Minister will
assure me that there is no proposal to change
the poliey in regard to that Iaid down,
namely, the equal distribution of orders, T am
prepared to admit that there are many narts
of the report which can well stand over. T have
moved my motion with the object of empha-
gising one particular finding of the Royal
Commisrion.

The Minister for Railways:
that?

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: That is the equal gdias-
tribution of orders, the one thing which
threatened to jeopardise the existence of the
Collie coal field and of the town of Collie.

not
the

And what is
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The report, which is voluminous in charaecter,
vontains the evidence of experts who were
examined before the Royal Commmission and
also that of professors, engine-drivers, farm-
ers an« others interested in this particular in-
dustry. T should like to briefly run through
a swmary of the report, not the whole of the
report.  With regard to most of the argu-
ments addueed and conclusions arrived at
thers is unanimity of opinion between the
employers on the one hand and the employees
on the other, as well as on the part of other
people. who are convineed that the recom-
mendations ¢f the Royal Commission can be
given effect to. Many of the propesals would
perhaps not be practicable owing to the want
of material anidl money, but the majority of
them the persens concerned in or affected by
the industry were in agreement npon. The
geologieal portion of the report provides for
an extended system of boring which, of conrse,
is carried on in many coal ficlds, with the
object of getting bhetter material. There is
no desire to prevent anyone from trying to
develop new seams which should be of ad-
vantage to the State, and there is perfeet
ngreement on this point.

The Minister for Railways: Do you agree
to distributing the orders given amongst all
new finds?

AMr, O'LOGHLEN: I cannot say partieu-
larly as to that. If people find a better qual-
ity of coal and want to share in the Govern-
ment trade, I would not be a party to placing
any barrier in their way.

The Minister for Works: Would you pay to
the different coal mines the value of their
ecoal at a uniform price?

Ar. O'LOGHLEN: We pay a uniform
price, and it is contended by the ownmers that
the Government are getting an all-round uni-
form quality of coal.

The Minister for Works:
do not say that.

Hon. J. Mitchell: They have got their price
fixed.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: Yes, in accordance with
the selling price of Newcastle coal.

TTon. J. Mitchell: Higher.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: It is not higher, but in
proportion only. T will deal with that poeint
later on.

The Minister for Works: If it is proved
that the quality of the coal differs, the price
should differ.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: It is a question of
whether the Honse thinks that this is the best
eonrse to adopt. If the quality of the coal be-
eomes 50 superior in one mine im comparison
with what exists in other mines no doubt there
will he 2 proposition put forward to that
effect; So far we have not had any experi-
ence of that.

The Minister for Works: Why not base the
price on the proved calorific valne?

AMr. O'LOGHLEN: There is not a great
difference.

The Minister for Works: Yes, there is.

Me, OLOGTLEXN: The findings of the
Roval Commission do not say there is, or the
Commission would not, as a more practical
hody of men than we are, recommend an equal
distribution over & period of the next six

The Commission

years. Other proposals such as dealing with
the timber on the mine leases and hydraulie
stowing can well afford to wait until more
money is available; bt the dirty coal pro-
position is causing a good deal of concern
amongst some of the owners.

The Minister for Railways: And in connee-
tion with the Railway Department.

Mr, O'TOGHLEN: The Railway Depart-
ment to-day and the railway loco drivers are
framing an indictment largely on the question
of dirty ceal having been supplicl, We can
Iet equal distribution stand so far as dirty
coal is concerned, for under the agreement the
Commissioner of Railways is amply proteected,
as he is piven power to reject dirty coal and
to close up any portion of a mine which under
inspeetion has proved to be dirty.

The Minister tor Railways:
policemen would you want?

Mr. O'LOGHLEXN: The Commissioner has
his inspeetor there, and the companies have
vohmteered to pay for an inspector to police
the commodity coming out of the mines. If
the State wnder that proposal does not et
a fair crack of the whip, I do not know what
it wants.

The Minister
proposal.

Mr. O’LOGHLEXN: It is a proposal which
has to be takem inte consideration.

Mr. Willeock: What happens if one half
of the seam is good and the other balf is notd

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: The seam will have to
be subject to Government ingpection. If ecoal
is put out whieh does not meet with the re-
quirements of the trade and the approval of
the inspector it is condemned, and the firm
penalised, and this firm will aot be allowed
to persist in that practice.

The Minister for Works: Do you agree to
discriminating between the mines?

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: T cannot disagree if it
is part and parcel of the contract entered into
by the Minister for Railways, and by the hon.
gentleman himself when he oceupied that pogi-
tion, The (‘ommissioner iz amply safeguarded
in that be has power to deal with companies
who do mot play the pame as traders with
the department.

The Minister for Works: Without any polit-
ical influence.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I have not tried to use
any, but have merely tried to use my efforts
in the direction I have outlined to-night. An-
other recommendation of the Royal Commis-
ston was that Collie eoal, which rapidly dis-
integrates in the atmosphere, should he corv-
ered both in store and in course of transit.
The objection put forward by the Commis-
sioner of Railways is that tarpauling are un-
procurable and costly—at all events they are
unprocurable.  The Commissioner suggests
that, apart from the costly use of tarpaulins,
it will be possible to get hessian covers which
would protect a preat deal of the softer coal
from the wasting influence whiech affects it.
Consequently, this may he advanced hy the
Minister as one of the propesals which is not
now practicable, on acconnt perhaps of lack
of material or lack of monev. If it is seri-
ously advanced as a reason why that portion
of the report should not he given effect to,

How many

for Railways: It is a new
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T am not particularly keen upon the adoption
of these ilems provided 1 get an assurance
on the one particular matter, namely, the
equal distribution of orders which is disturh-
1ng the peace of mind of people in this coun-
ry.

The Minister for Railways: In essence, you
are advoeating equal distribontion of orders,

Mr, O'LOGHLEXN: Yes. There is no mis-
taking my attitude there.

The Minister for Railways: T do not mis-
take it.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: The sampling clauses of
the report will be agreed to by all parties
concerned.  The inspection clanses, which pro-
vide for the most rigid inspection in order
to procure the best commodity for the de-
partment which has to pay the price, pre-
sented no difliculties so far as the eompanies
and the employecs were concerned. There is
also a recommendation that superior coal, if
fonnd, should be subjeet to a bonuws. That is
a fair proposition which all will agree with.
1f a poorer qguality of coal is put upon the
market, the people who supply it will be
penalised.

The Minister for Railways: When was the
suggestion made to the flrmsr Has there not
been a honus sinee then?

Mr. O’L.OGHLEN: There has been an in-
crease in the price amd the Minister knows
why, [t is not a2 honus. If a better quality
of coal is found the companies get a bonus
over and above the fixed price,

The Minister for Railways: They get a
higher price. The suggestion was for a bonus
on the then existing price.

Mr. O’LOGHLEXN: No. The report of the
Commission with regard to this matter is on
all fours practically with what is done in
other industries. If a commeodity better than
the standar] that is being purchased is pro-
duced, a bonus ig paid in the shape of an
increased price. The calorific value of the
coal is not a question which we need to dis-
cuss now, So far as 1 know both the soft
coal and the hard coal as supplied by the
various mines are practically on a par one
with the other. T admit that there are ecer-
tain localities where the soft coals are being
utilised, but I understand that there is not a
large quantity being put vpon the market as
the Scottish Colliery mine is closed and the
other is only putting out a small percentage
for the particular area of country over which
that coal is consumed. That is what I am
given to understand.

The Minister for Railways: Do you con-
tend that 30 per cent. of soft coal should be
used?

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I do not intend to ans-
wer that question because I am not in a posi-
tion to do so. We are not getting 50 per
cent. of soft coal

The Minister for Railways:
contract to supply it

Mr. OLOGHLEN: When the time comes
ihat this pertion of the contrart or agreement
is put into force, that will be the oceasion
for taking the hurdle. It is not the question
at issue to-night, at all events it is not one
of the main questions that are being brought
under the notice of the Minister.

They had a
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The Minister for Works:; What objection is
there to the value of the coal so far as this
is proved to-day?

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I am not quarreling
about the value of the coal. If Collie coal
was paid for at the same rate in proportion
to its value to Newcastle coal, there would
hbe an advance of 3s. on the ton, from 13s. to
16s. 1d.

The Minister for Railways: We are paying
according to contract,

Mr, O'LOGHLEXN: Yes, and in the cireum-
stances the contraet is a pretty good ome for
the railway department.

The Minister for Works:
one for the collieries.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: No. An hon. member of
the Country party says that Collic coal is no
good tu the farmer. We have c¢vidence to
show that harmful results have come from
the use of Collie coal, but other farmers have
put up alternative proposals which may over-
come the diffieulty.

Mr. Harrison: They are wiser to-day.

Mr., O’LOGHLEN: The Farmers and Set-
tlers’ Assoeiation executive journeyed to Collie
and consulted with the business people and the
traders there.

Hon. P. Collier: They are supperting it to-

And not a hadl

day.

Klr. O’LOGHLEN: Tbey sent their chiet
head hunter to the Royal Commission, and
he gave evidence that so far as the farmers
were concerned there wns not much tangible
opposition.

Mr. Tarrison: That was o 8t. George’s-ter-
race farmer,

Mr., O’LOGTHILEN: T do not want to sce

a conflict of opinions hetween the St
George’s-terrace  farmer and the rabbit
furmer who has just interjected. There:

was a certain proposition put forward which
might minimise the difficulties existing in re-
gard to the farmers’ troubles. The proposal
with regard to excessive ash everyone agrees
to. FEngine-drivers have on many occasions
hiad reasonable grounds for objection on this
score, and their ohjections are entitled to con-
sideration. The Cumimission have put np a
suggestion for an improved design of en-
gine. T understand that in 1902 a seleet com-
mittee of the House inguired into the merits
of Collie coal, and examined the then Chief
Mechanical Engineer, Mr. Rotheram.  The
evidenec of that gentleman shows that he:
conld have designed an engine having in
view the exclusive use of Collic coal. Te
gave that agsurance to the committee. Since:
that time something like 170 locomotives
have been put upon our railways and not one
has been altered in design for the particular
by the department to use Collie coal.

The Minister for Railways: That is not a
fair statement.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: There have heen slight
alterations, but there has not been the design
recommended by Ar. Rotheram before that
select eommittee. On looking up Mr. Rother-
am’s evidence, one is convinced that it wanll
be a wise move on the part of the Govern-
ment to have at any rate one engine designed
in Ameriea on the lines laid down by him.
Then, if that engine <were a snccess
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The Minister for Railways: You cannot
suggest that every effort bas not been made
by the departmenl ta use Collie eoxl

Hon. P. Collier: The coal proprictors say
that no effort has been made. I am not say-
ing, however, that all they assert is correct,

Mr. O'LOGHLEXN: On the question of en-
gine design 1 helieve the coal proprietors
have o fairly guod case, and that the depart-
ment will be well advised to be guided by
3Mr. Rotheram’s evidence. 1 is ten years ago
sinee Mr, Rotheram firsi advocated the con-
struction of special engines, Tis opinion can
only be tested by the actual construction of
such an engine. Some of our leading public
officials to-day will not agree to any radical
change at all; and that, in my opinion, ap-
piies to the Chief Menchunical Engineer,

The Minister for Railwaws: That is not
quite fair. Tt is not fair to say that the
Chief Mechanical Enginecr has not tried.

Mr. O’LOGHLEX: 1 think he might ex-
tend himself & litéle more. L realise that he
is doing soinething; but if he were doing all
that he is capable of doing there would have
lyeen no oceasion for the Royal Commission to
make these recommendations. There shonld
have been a trial madc of spark arresiers,

The Minister for Works: Royal Commis-
sions are always asked for when people want
to get more money out of the State.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: T do nat think the
Minister for Works suggesis for one moment
that there is on the part of the people in-
terested in Lthe Collie coal industry a desire
to get more money out of the State.

The Minister for Works: On the part of
some of them there is.

Mr. O'LLOGHLEN: Then T contend West-
ern  Australia has particular reason to bhe
glad that it has the Collie coal industry
within its horders. Although the summer
embargo is supposed to apply, it will be
found that Colie coal i3z being burnt only be-
cause Newcastle coal is not available. Tf it
were not for Collic coal, there would he neo
trains being run. Tt is just as possible for
fires to be started by Neweastle corl as by
Collie ecoal.

Mr. Harrison: T have been on a irain when
several fires were started by Collie coal.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Some farmers have the
idea at the back of their heads that by stand-
ing with the railway men in the fight for
concentration of orders in one or two mines,
they are going to do something for the farm-
ing industry. T do not know that the railway
locomotive driver is particular as to what
coal causes fires. If the proposais put for-
ward by the locomotive drivers are carried
into cffect, there is not going to be any less
Collie coal used. WNo one eran demonstrate
that the Proprictary coal sends out fewer
sparks than any other mine’s coal.

The Minister for Wnrks: The best steam-
ing coal gives out the fewest sparks.

AMr. OLOGHLEN: The Roval Commission
recommend that two spark arresters. the
‘“Rotary’’ and the ‘'Cairns,’’ should be given
a trial. T myself have had experience of
making certain requests to Mr. Hume, and
T have found him possibly conservative.
Perhaps he is right to be conservative.
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The Minister for Railways: T have not been
long in the Railway Department, and I have
had 20 spark arresters proposed to me.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: We are apt to look
upon people with new inventions as ¢ranks.

The Minister for Railways: I give every
one of them a chance,

Mr. O'IOGHLEN: To the extent of giv-
ing the invention a trial?

The Minister for Railways: No.

Mr. OTOGHLEXN: The Minister simply
gives the inventor a hearing?

The Minister for Railways: If I think a
proposition impossible, T will not spend £300
or £400 of the country’s money in giving it
a trial. But I give every inventor a trial to
the extent of inquiry.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: That is the one point
of difference I have with Mr. Hume. Mr,
Hume is under the impression that all men
who c¢ome forward with propositions are
cranks. I Delieve that possibly a considerable
number of them are cranks. DBut T also think
that in the maltiplicity of cranks there is
sometimes fonnd a genius. The Minister for
Works will agree with me in that. I would
have liked to listen to the conference at which
these proposals were discussed. The Minister
will agree that I am somewhat handicapped
by not having been privileged to listen to the
digeussion by men who understand the posi-
tion perhaps better than anyocne in this
ITouse does. T may point out that people
were admitted to the conference whom at the
ountset it was not proposed to admit. The
Alinister would have conferred on me a great
favour by permitting me to hear the views of
Mr. Hume expressed at the conference. Not
having had that opportunity, I am handi-
eapped.

Mr. Teeadale: Ts there not a record of the
proeeedings of the conference?

Mr. O'LOGHLEXN: T do not know. At all
events, no record has been pablished. If I see

the record, it will be by favour of the Min-
ister; and merely to read the record is not
the same thing as actvally hearing the dis-
cussion by men who are keenly critical and
whe engage in exhaustive debate of the sub-
jeet. With regard to spark arresters, Mr.
Hume said at the conference that he had one
in operation between York and Merredin, the
results from which were splendid. He was
asked how many engines were fitted with this
spark arrester, and he answered, one, Hae
was asked why more engines were not so fitted,
and he replied, because the utility of the
spark arrester had not been properly demon-
strated. Tf Mr. Hume jis prepared to say that
the spark arrester fills the hill, T am hopeful
of good results, Mr. Hume said last year
that he had the best spark arrester known to
date; and the result of that knowledee is
that we have to put on a summer embargo
every year in order to prevent Collie coal heing
used in areas where it is said to Qo consider-
ahle damage to crops and grass.

The Minister for Railways: My Hume's
statements show that he is not above making
an improvement on the hest.

Mr. O'TOGHLEXN: If Mr. Hume -carries
ont the Royal Commission’s recommendations,
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T shall be particularly pleased. Bins and
stages represent a matter on which all parties
can agree. As regards breaking the coal, one
company has already installed a plaut; and
the Railway Department could instal, for less
than £1,000, a plant that would meet all re-
quirements, The economic wvalne of the
commodity to-day in comparison with New-
castle coal is as 8s. 9d. to 12s.; or rather the
reapective priees recommended by the Royal
Commission are 12s. and 83. 9d. per ton.
Judge Edmunds, with Mr, Hughes, fixed coal
prices for the period of the war. Western
Australia came under those provisions, and
consequently the price of coal advanced in
this State. Therefore, as regards coal, no-
thing can be said about profiteering, nor ean
it be alleged that the Collie coal industry is
receiving a special subsidy.

The Minister for Railways: Exeept that
immediately prior to the Federal price fixing
an inerease in price was granted by the State
Government.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: In that case the State
Government must have been convinced that
the article was worth more money.

The Mirister for Railways: But they were
not anticipating a further increase in prices.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Neither were the Rail-
way Departments of the Eastern States an-
ticipating that Mr. Hughes would authorise
Judge Edmunds to fix the price of coal there.
That having been done, however, Western
Australia has in fairness to be included in the
agreement, I think all parties will agree that
Western Australia should share in any benefi-
cent provigions affecting the c¢oal industry.
The econcmic value to-day is 13s. as against
16s. 1d. Quotation from Clauses 223 and 224
will amply demonstrate that. The distiibution
of railway orders is the one contentious point,
the one rock on which parties may split. There
are other proposals for farming out orders
which we can agree to. In the event of one
mine not being able te supply its quota, an-
other mine comes to the rescue.

The Minister for Railways: Yes; but it
must be a mine with coal of equal quality.

Mr. O'LOGFLEN: The Commissioner is
always protected as to quality by the agree-

ment. The Royal Commission recommend that

railway pumping stations should utilise Collie
ceal, particularly where it can be economically
nsed aver a period of time. As regards the
bunkering of State steamers, I understand
that results up to the present are not as satis-
Tactory as could be wished. I am sorry for
that, and I think every member of the House
will regret it. The first shipment or two on
the ‘‘Eucla’’—I happened to travel on the
boat—were successful. I am prateful te the
Government for at any rate giving Collie coal
a trial on the State steamers, because without
trying it themeselves they could not with any
logic or force recommend it for the trans-
ports. Transports are passing through very
frequently, and they could use a fair quan-
tity of Collie ecoal,

Hon, W. O, Angwin: A lot of it is going
this week.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: [ am very glad to hear
it.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Ilon. W, {. Angwin: If the orders are oot
spread over the mines, the bunkering trade
of Western Australin will be spoilt.

Mr. O'LOGHLEXN: I was about to vefer to
tial point, 1 am qunite convinced that there
is only oue just course to adopt, and that the
present policy would be satisfactory to five
cut of the six com:unies, t2 the whule ol the
employees, and to the whole of the towns-
people. That policy is one which I think the
Minister wili allow to continne. As regards
brigquetting, there is another recommendation
Ly the Royal Commission, and it has been
given a successful trial by one of the com-
panies. The Commissioner of Railways has
an idea that he is compelled under the equal
distrilmtion of orders to take inferior coal.
That is an idea I want to @isabusge his mind
of, by pointing out once again that he has
the power to reject any coal, that he nced
not talke any coal unless it conforms to the
standard set down in the tender he las ae-
cepted. A one-mine town is no good, the
opportunity for employment is gone, and the
mines which would not share in the Govern-
ment orders would be dismantled. Only a
few additional men would be employed in the
favoured mine, and the time wonld not be far
distanlt when that wine would control the
whele supply and dictate terms. The Iro-
prietary mine, which has been singled out
for special favour, lias with commendable
foresight prepared for eventualities. Whe-
ther they were uble to foresee what was
going to happen, or whether they thought
there would be a Minister in power in 1918
who would yield to the desire of the loco.
drivers, I know not; hut I do know that there
has been great development in that mine, a
development out of all properiion to the
likely trade, and by concentrating on that
cne mine the whole of the orders, the result
would be that, in addition to the 70 men now
employed there, another 50 men would be
employed, and the mine would be able to
supply the whole trade, while 300 men would
walk out of Collie to look for work, My argu-
ment is that we are nof going to improve the
coal trade by giving all orders to one mine, In
addition Lo depriving a big number of men
of employment, we will take away that in-
terest which the bulk of the mincrs have in
the other five mines and in the town itself.
A lot of them, it must not be forgotten, are
working shareholders in the mines, and many
of them, too, are at the Front. I ask the
House whether we are going to deal a reeling
blow to an industry whieh promises to de-
velop into something good. We hear to-day
that the slogan is ‘' Produce, produece,’’ and
initiate new industries. The Minister for
Industries, T am glad to sav, is Aiscovering
one every week, and if we are ever to be a
manufacturing State, coal will be the one
essential to success; therefore, we should en-
courage the industry. The onlv means laid
down by the previous Government to get
equal distribution, and to give every mine a
fighting chance, was to produce a hetter com-
modity.

The Minister for Railways: Irrespective of
what it supplies: is that your contention?
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Mr. O'LOCGHLEXN: XNo. The Miuister can
see the fallacy of that observation. 1f the
mine supplies an inferior ecommodity to-lay
it is peoalised, and the Commissioner for
Railways has more power 1n that agreement
of his than was proposed in any reconunend-
ation made by the Royal Commission.

The Minister for Railwayvs: He must take
4 sixth from each nine,

Mr, O'LOGHLEXN: But if any particular
€ixth is net up to the standard he can reject
it. How long then will the mine live! The
enployers do not contewd that they are sup-
plying dirty con)l. They have offered to pay
the wages of an inspector on each mine, 3o
as to make sure that the commodity is what
is required. Then, if it was nol up to the
gtandard, out it would go. The Commissioner
has imposed a lot of fines; he has not closed
u)r & mine, but he has the power to do so.

The Minister for Works: You know that
the mines have been dealt with gently.

Mr. O’'LOGHLEN: I am only asking now
that they should be allowed to live. If any
propusal is put forward to deprive miners
and many sharcholders in &hose mines of
their livelihood, and hring abont the dis-
mantling of the mines, the result will be dis-
astrous on the town of Collie. [ have dis-
cussed the matter with some of the loco.
drivers, and I say, if it comes to a confliet of
opinion, it is better for us to save the indus-
try, even if we have to provide a little more
for the convenicnce of the drivers. We o
not want the industry to go to the wall,

The Minister for Railways: No one sug-
gests that.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Tf the proposed poliey
is carried into effect and practically all the
orders are given to onc mine, no other will
he able to live, because it is knnwn that the
Mines eannot exist without Government trade.
When the hunkering trade started the indus-
try was well on the way to success, We know
that the German steamers used practically
nothing but Collie coal, while the P. & 0. and
other liners tock larpe quantities.

The Minister for Railways: Some still do.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: But of course we know
that there are few steamers on the ocean com-
pared to the numbers of a few vears ago,
We wish it were better coal, hut it is the best
we have, and realising that, I am only asking
memhers to give their approval to the policy
laid down, a poliecy which has worked satis-
factorily for all except some of the drivers.
The department would not have raised any
question hut for the action or the loco. drivers.

Hon. R. H. TUnderwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): Thev are gzood judges, too.

Mre. O'LOGHLEN: T am not saying that
their judgment is altogether wrong, hut even
if it he sound and logical, this Houge is not
instified in taking the serions step of injur-
ing an industry to the extent of closing down
four or five of the mines at Collie.

Mr. Harrison: Was that ever contemplated?

Mr, O'LOGHLEXN: Yes. If the Minister
is prepared to give me an assurance that one
item recommended by the Royal Commission,
to operate for the next six years, that there
shall he an equal distribution of orders, the
Commigsioner being protected under his agree-
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ment against Jdirty coal, 1 will withdraw this
motion, Then the recommendation in the

report can be put into effeet, but if it is pro-
posed to set up a Cabinet deeision, or ask the
ilonse to appwove of a change of policy,
which will mean the concentrating of the whole
of the Uovernment trade wn the Proprietary
mine, then there will he only one alternative
and one result. The Minister will agree with
e that four or five of the mines will have to
put up their shutters. Vil it he a fair thing
to the people of Collie, and to the 300 miners
who have homes established there, to divert
inte one chaunel the whole of the Covernment
trade, so as to meet diffiewiries which can he
overcome? The railways, we Know, are the
biggest consumers of Collie coal. Gradually
this fuel is becoming popular as a domestic
fuel, but the bunkering trade, for the time
being, has gone, and that being the case, if
we concentrate the orders on one mine we will
say that that mine has the best coal and we
shall be doing the harm o which I have
already referred.  Suppose the Proprietary
mine strike a dirty seam, as they de in every
mine.

The Minister for Railways: You are now
basing your arguments on ussumption.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: There is a good deal
of assumption about the proposal to deprive
those mines of their existence. We are assum-
ing that there is no remedy. If there is dirty
coal, and a rigid inspection wil] make it clean,
or prevent dirty ecoal from going into the
locos,, then by all means let us have rigid
inspection.  If farmers are suffering from
disabilities, owing to sparks, sclence can be
applied in order to get a better spark arrester
than we have. Mr. Hume ndmitted at the
conference that the one he has will he thinks
fill the bill, There are men in Australia who
have fitted up locomotives in Canada and the
Argentine with spark arresters which have
been successful. These should surely be given
a trial. T believe the Premier would be wil-
ling to do so; at any rate he should he anxious
to exhaust every possible means of getting the
best mechanical device possible in order to
cope with the difficulty, Tn other countries
the problems have been solved.

The Minister for Works: They have not
been solved,

Hon, F. E. 8 Willmett (Honorary Minis-
ter}: There is not an effective spark arrcster.

Alr. O’LOGHLEN: T know that the Com-
missioner of Rajlways got out of a lawsuit
in Bunbury by establishing the plea that
there was not an effective spark arrester in
the world.

The Minister for Works: There iz the big-
gest fortunc in the world for the man who
can invent a suecessful spark arrester.

Hon, P. Collier: How about applying vour
gelf ?

Me, O'TLOGHLEN: We ghounld make an at-
tempt to overcome the diffienlty hefore we
carry out any drastic policy. There are im-
proved designs in loromotives,

The Minister for Rpilwavs: You do not
suggest that an attempt has not been made?

Mr. O'LOGHLEXN: T say that an attempt
has been made to close up several of the
mines in Collie. T say that absolutely and
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definitely, and I am going to ask the Minister
not to deal n death blow to the indusiry.

The Minister for Railways: I certainly will
not do anything of the kind, but T am going
to get a fair deal for the railways of the
State.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: And I will help the
Minister. But do not try to overcome onc
difficnlty and create a dozen more, I am just
pointing out, as the member for Collie (Mr.
Wilson) would point out more effectively
were he here—because he has been conneccted
with coal mining almost since he left the
eradle—what would happen to the town of
Collie if a serious blow were dealt to the in-
dustry.

Mr. Davies: If yon had an effective spark
arrester would that overcome the Jifficulty
with the engine-drivers?

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: No. I admit there are
many difficulties in connection with the in-
dustry, but the spark arrester ig a big factor
in the development of the Collie coal indus-
try, because every year we have to put on a
summer embarge which gives a setback to the
trade. We do not want to make things un-
pleasant for the firemen and drivers. I be-
lieve that if an appeal! were made to the pat-
riotism of those men they would be very
ready to assist in trying to solve the diffi-
cnlty.

The Minister for Works: Get an efficient
spark arrester and the other Qdiffcultics will
digappear.

Mr. O’'LOGHLEN: We can only keep on
trying. Everywhere we find differences of
opinien. Here in the House experts are dif-
fering. The member for Geraldton (M.
Willeock), a practised loco. driver of 20 years’
experience, says that damping the coal makes
it worse, while the Honorary Minister (Hon.
P. E. 8. Willmott) declares that it shonld be
kept wet. To me the outstanding reconnend-
ation of the Royal Commission is that con-
cerning the equal distribution of orders. The
late Minister was wise in his day and penera-
tion when he adopted that policy. That sys-
tem has worked with entire satisfaction to
everybody, until to-day we have the mine-
owners asking that it be continmed. Had I
been at the last conference doubtless I wonld
have gathered a good deal of information on
this question of equal distribution of orders
among the mines. All that I desire to point
out to-night in asking for the sympathy of
memhers is that, in the event of this suggested
policy of concentrating orders in obe inine
with a mere fraction allotted to another mine,
being put inte effect, the remaining mines
must go out of existence, some 300 workmen
will lose their employment, the shareholders
in the mines—mostly working men—will
suffer considerable loss, and T doubt whether
the railways will get a permanent supply of
superior ¢oal. To secure superiority of com-
modity we must have competition. The ele-
ment of competition will always prompt the
mining eompanies to vie with each other in
their endeavours to produce a superior ar-
ticle. There is nothing more detrimental to
the reputation of any of these companies than
to have fines frequently inflicted upon it.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Minister for Railways: What did the
Commissioners say in respect of the bunker-
ing coal?

Mr. O'LOGHLEX: They asked that rigid
inspeetion be wade. However, that is not
a matter of urgency, bLecause the bunkering
trade will not be here for some years to come.

The Minister for Railways: T am not say-
ing anything apgainst Collie conl,

My, O'LOGHLEN: But T am afraid you
are going to do something against the indus-
try, agninst the town of Collie itself. Tu ae-
cordance with the rigid party lines which
characterise proeceedings in Tarliament, there
are on the Government side of the House
many members who would stand by the Min-
ister even though he proposed to wipe out
Collia.

The Minister for Railways: You do not
wish to embarrass e in arriving at a deci-
sion ¢

Mr. Q'LOGHLEXN: I am appealing to
those membhers before any decision is arrived
at. T have endravoured to put the case as
it appeals to me, from the viewpoint of those
who have sunk their money in the mines and
in the town of Collie, [f western Australia
is ever going to feel its fect as a manufac-
turing State, there ia at Collie an ideal centre
for the development of wmanufaetures, boast-
ing as it does coal, wood, and water. ‘Thus
far the coal has been a valuable assct to the
State; but let the work be concentrated in
one mine, and the time will come when it will
be a curse, not only to the engine-driver, but
to the taxpayer and the people at large. T
ask members to support the motion, believing
as T do that the alternative to the adoption
of the Royal Commission’s report is the des-
truction of a potentially big industry, a catas-
trophe that will bring about a condition of
affairs just as hlack to Collie as is the coal
that comes out of its mines.

Mr. WILLCOCK (Geraldton) [10.21]: I
move an amendment—

““That the following words be added to
the motion:— With the exception of those
words contained in paragraph 231 of the
Commission’s report.” "’

That is the paragraph with which the hon.
member has heen favouring us for the past
hour. With every other member I desire to
sea as much as possible of the native coal
used. The report of the Royal Commission is
very interesting. It deals with the subject
from hoth the geological and the industrial
standpoints. Some 16 years ago we had
another Royal Commission on the subject of
Collie coal, Dr. Logan Tack being the sole
commissioner, Viewing the matter broadly,
it seems to me that so long as Collic coal is
used it does not matter seriously to the people
from which particular mine it comes; so long
as the consumption of Collie coal remaind
what it is it onght to satisfy everyhody. T
have had many years of locomotive firing and
driving, and my experiente leads me to be
lieve that some Collie coal is fairly satiafac-
tory, but not nearly up to the standard of
Neweastle.  The railway men have heen prae-
tically carrying the Collie coal industry on
their backs for years past. Notwithstanding
that everyhody has admitted that, generallv
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speaking, it is a very unsatisfactory fuel, the
railway men have countinued to use it under

all sorts of conditions, and have practicaily®

let themselves be treated as slaves, in order
to prove which is the best fuel. Now, after
18 years’ experience, they say there is only
one Collie coal satisfactory from all points of
view, namely, the Proprietary ecoal. The
member for Forrest seems to think that the
present proposal must lead to the elimination
of three or four of the mines. As I know the
proposal, it is that two of the mines will each
get one-sixth of the order, while some of the
other mines will be cut out, as they do not
produce coal of a satisfactory quality, in fact
some of it is scarcely coal at all.

Mr. O’Loghlen: What percentage of the
order is to be given to the Proprietary mine?

Mr. WILLCOCK: Two-thirds. The Wes-
tralian mine is in a very bad way, and pos-
sibly would not be able to keep afloat even
with the continuation of the railway order.
T understand that the developments in that
mine are not looking well. It is proposed tu
give two-thirds of the order to the Proprie-
tary, which produces coal really satisfactory
from the railway point of view. Some sur-
prise has been evinced at the fact that the
proposals of the railway men and of the de-
partment were very similar. This coineidence
is due to the fact that the Proprietary coal is
of good quality. Omne of the great causes of
dissatisfaction with Collie ecoal is that it
fluctuates considerably in guality. One can
get a good trip with Collie coal to-day, and
uest day, working with coal from the same
mine, one cannot get along at all. Paragraph
§6 of the Royal Commission’s report reads as
follows: —

Tn the case of the Co-operative and Wes-
tralian seams some of the bottom coal is so
extremely inferior that it is a matter of
opinion 28 to what should be called shale
and what coal. It would be wise for those
two companies to discard the whele of their
inferior coal for railway purposes.

They wounld not take the advice tendered to
thew by the Commissioners. In both the Wes-
tralian and the Co-operative mines the seam is
divided by a bar of shale. On top of this
bar the coal is of good quality, but below the
bar the coal is of very poor quality, is very
dirty, and absolutely unsatisfactory for loco-
motive purposes. The policy of each com-
pany has been to mix the two coals, and so
long as the result reaches the ealorific value
demanded the company is satisfied to send it
along to the department. Tn the'words of the
Commisgioners, ‘‘apparently they consider that
is o perfectly legitimate process.’’ Perhaps
the gold-mining members will understand me
when I say that in connectien with high-grade
and low-grade stuff, in order to economically
work the mine the two grades are often put
in together. That might be lepitimate in a
gold-mining sense, but so far as the output
of coal is concerned thizs low grade stuff is
of no value and is only a detriment. So far
as fuel on the railways is eoncerned, this in-
ferior eoal goes in with the good coal and
deteriorates the valnre of wne whole output
from that particular mine, and gives a very
unsatisfactory result.
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Mr. O’Loghlen: You do not kuow that
Newcastle coal i3 uniform?

Mr. WILLCOCK: It is uniform in its ¢lean-
liness. The mines from which Newcastle coal
comes are practically all of a uniform grade,
and the fact that this is not so in regard to
our Collie mines ia one of the great disad-
vantages under which the industry here lab-
ours. Railway men say that so long as the
present policy continues it will be very unsat-
isfactory to them. Tt iz detrimental to Collie
coal and the conditions are such that the
people concerned are not prepared to put up
with them. A proposal has now been formu-
iated that the same order shall be given to the
Co-operative coal mine, which is the mine
spoken of in counection with the bunkering
trade by the member for Forrest (Mr.
O’Loghlen). A good percentage of the bunk-
ering trade is done with Co-operative coal.
The great objection raised by the hon, mem-
ber in connection with the bunkering trade is
absolutely eliminated by this latest praposal
that the coal which has been used almost ex-
clusively for the bunkering trade should not
be cut ont, Although the coal is unsuitable
for locomotive use on main lings, the company
should still retain its percentage of the rail-
way ordera. Under this arrangement the Gov-
ermment will still take the amount which they
formerly took from this mine.

The Minister for Railways: At the same
time we wish to encourage the bunkering trade.

Mr. WILLCOCE ; The proposal is to take
two-thirds of the Proprietary coal, and leave
the Co-operative coal which is another hard
cozl and the most suitable coal for bunkeriny
purposes; also the Cardiff coal.

The Minister for Kailways: There is no pro-
posal emanating from the Government.

Mr, WILLCOCK : I will take the Minister's
assurance in that respect,

Hon. P. Collier: Is it proposed to cut out
the Westralian coal?

Mr. WILLCOCK: Yes, altogether. The
Scottish is closed down, and that is not
affected. The Premier coal is a very light, fine
coal, and gives the members of the Country
party mich concern in their particular elec-
torates, Before an engine using this coal has
gone 30 miles the smoke box is full of light
ash, and the coal creates an inuumerable
amount of sparks which set fire to the sur-
rounding country.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Do not sparks originate
from any other coal than Collie coal?

Mr. WILLCOCK: If a coal is used which
is of reasonably good quality and steam can
be maintained with it, the engine will not have
to be worked in such a way as will ecause
sparks to be thrown broadeast all over the
country. If bad coal is used, and seme of our
coals are bad, and the engine cannot he got
slong with it, as the steam goes down, it is
necessary to use more coal so that the blast
becomes heavier, with the result that sparks
are thrown out all over the place.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Has not the Proprietary
mine put ont bad coal as well as the other
mines¥

Mr. WILLCOCK: It is more uniform in
charaeter,
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The Minister for Railways: lt is
coul amd clean.

Mr. WLILLCOCK: That is the main feature
of ijt, although it contains a certain amount
ot ash and clinker. On the whole it is unitorm
and of good quality. The Westralian
mine contains a bar of shale and oveca-
sionally the roof falis in. On one ocea-
sion when visiting Northam the Royal
Commission found u piece of shale weighing
a hundredweight lying on a tender ready to be
used, and this came from the Westralian mine,
If this nine had been worked properly over a
period of 15 years and the work could have
been done from the top portion of the scam
and that particular coal only issued from the
mine, it might have been pussible as the Com-
mission suggest to get a satisfactory coal from
the Westralian mine.

Mr. Green: Do you know that the loco-
motive drivers on the fields say that the coal
should he taken from different mines?

Mr. WILLCOCK: Their evidence is before
the House in the report of the Royal Commis-
sion. Witnesses were brought from all over
the State, and almost invariably every driver
said that the Proprietary coal was the best for
locomotive use.

Mr. O’Loghlen: I think a meeting was held
prior to that evidence heing given.

Mr. WILLCOCK: I do not know.

Mr. Imtey: Are you blaming all but the
Proprietary mine?

Mr, WILLCOCK: I say that the Proprictary
mine puts out coal of a wniform quality, and
that though it contains a certain amount of
ash and clinker, these are not in proportion to
that existing in the coal from other mines.
In addition to the Proprietary and the Co-
operative mines there is the Cardiff mine, the
coal from which is soft, and from this mine
it is proposed that the present railway order
should he maintained, Tt is proposed that
one-sixth of the railway orders of the State
should remtain with the Cardiff company.

The Minister for Railiways: That can only
he nsed loeally.

Mr, WILLCOCK: Snfficient eoa) could be
used in and around the vicinity of the place
where it is mined.

Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter}: While it is perfectly green it is all right.

Mr. WILLCOCK: Cardiff coal has a very
pronounced faculty for deteriorating just as
all soft Collie eoals have. The railway men
have done their best under very adverse eir-
cumstances so far as Collie coal is concerned.
They are practically carrying the industry on
their hack. We have highly responsible and
gkilled engine-drivers being.hrought helow the
level of a navvy so far as their work is econ-
cerned through the use of these bad coals.
The member for Forrest has dealt with the
question of altering the designs of engines,
Although T do not hold any brief for the rail-
way Aepartment in connection with their non-
eompliance with the suggested alteration in de-
sign, there are other factors which have to be
taken into comsideration. Since Collie coal has
heen used on the railways there have heen
many improvements made in the engines.
Perforated ash pan dampers are now used, and
also spark arresters. These were not neces-

a hard

sary before the advent ot vollie cozl on the
railway systew. Again, brick arches have heen
put in, and several alterations have been made
in the design of the exhaust pipe, so that the
beavy draught will not be on the fire and thus
bring out sparks. As regards wide fire Loxes,
which seem te be the bonme of contention be-
tween the Railway Department and the mine
owners, these hoxes would not be of much wse
with soft coal. They are™ useful only with
hard coal. The advocates of the non-adoption
of the wide fire box urge that the water diffi-
culty in this State is acute. Undoubtedly the
water used here is of bad quality. We know
that Western Australia is a very dry State,
and that water cannot be obtained everywhere
as in the other States. Owing to that fact
the department are unable to use steel fire
hoxes and steel tubes, as’ in countries where
wide fire hoxes are adopted. There is evidence
that the water used on our railways corrodes
the main stays of the fire box, which are the
most important portion of that particular box.
Not long ago one fire box collapsed alto-
gether, and the fireman and driver were simply
blown out of the cab., The reason given was
corrosion of stays on account of the bad water
used. The stays had correded so much that
the fire box gave way. That danger would be
congiderably greater with the wse of a wider
fire box. The ohjection of the Chief Mechani-
cal Engineer to the infroduction of that fire
hox is that under existing circumstances the
narrow fire box throws sufficient strain on the
atays, and that if the fire boxes were con-
siderably widened the strain on the stays
would be se wmuch increased as to constitute
a danger to the men working on the engines,
There are many recommendations in the report
of the Royal Commission, hut the only one
to which I take exception is that mentioned in
my amendment. T take exception to it on
behalf of the men working in the industry.
As regards the fine of £50 proposeld by the
Royal Commission as a penalty for any com-
pany supplying dirty coal, if that proposal
were carried out it would have a satisfactory
result,  But, if the eoal mine owners were
absolutely sineere in trying to get the best of
the coal for their hest customers, there would
be no necessity for fining them at all.

Mr., O’Loghlen: They say they are abso-
lutely sincere.

Mr. WILLCOCK: But experience jroves
that they are not. Owing to the method by
which the companies work their mines, as re-
gards lTow grade or dirty stuff, they mix this
with the clean stuff, blending the two qualities
to such an extent that the result is unsatis-
factory although net a hreach of the ralorifie
quality required by the Railway Department.
This suhject is too important from a mational
point of view to allow the parochial interests
of one portion of Collie to he considered in
preference to the interests of the men working
in the industry, the interests of the Railway
Department, and the interests of the Siate
generally.  The present Minister for Mines
holds also the portfolio of railways, and natur-
ally he would try to serve the interests of hoth
departments. In my opinion it is fortunate
that the deecision lies with a man responsible
for the proper administration and develop-
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ment of both the railway industry and the
mining industry.

Mr. SPEAKER: Is there any seconder to
tbe amendment?

Mr. MALEY (Greenough) [10.46]: I form-
ally second the amendment,

On motion by Mr. Piesse debate adjourned.

i

ADJOURNMENT —SPECIAL,
The PREMIER (Hon. H. B. Lefroy—
Moore) [10.47]: T move— .
““Thai the House at its rising adjourn
until Tuesday next.’’
J have no doubt this motion will meet with
some protest from the hou. gentlemen oppo-
site; but I would like to point out that when
I moved, two months ago, that the House
should adjourn until the 23rd January, I gave
as one of my chief reasons for fixing that
date the cireumstance that the Treasnrer
would be obliged to attend the conference of
Treasurers in Metbourne. From the informa-
tion I then had, I believed that the confer-
ence would be completed before the 23rd
Junuary, and that the Treasurer would have
returned by that date. The Treasurer will be
here on Friday next, and hon. members know
that some little time must elapse before he
can submit his Budget to the House. The
business which the Government will ask the
House to deal with is principally of a finan-
cial charaeter and in connection with the
Estimates. I now ask the House to adjourn
until Tuesday next, not with the ohject of de-
laying business, but in order to meet the con-
venience of hon, memnbers. Tt seems to e
undesirable to ask hon. members to meet here
unless there is sufficient business to oceupy
the House fully. HHon. mcembers are aware
that there is not much Lusiness on the Notice
Paper now, and that until the Treasurer re-
terns the Government will not be in a posi-
tion to place their financial proposals before
the House.

Hen, P. COLLIER (Boulder) [10.50]: I
must enter my protest against the proposal of
the Prewmnijer, Tt is a fair thing to remind the
House what the position of affairs has been
sinee the elections tock place. TFour months
have elapsed since the Government were re-
turned with a majority to this House. Fol-
lowing the elections, the House was not called
together for seven wecks, and then, after hav-
ing sat for five days, the House was adjourned
for eight weeks to enable members to take
part in the Referendum campaign, Then we
niet again on the 23rd of the present month,
and having sat for four days, or a total of
ning days since the general elections, we are
asked to adjourn until next Tuesday. When
do the Government expeet to pget through the
business of the session if we continue to pro-
eced aiong these lines? Tt is true that eir-
cumstances have arisen which have demanded
the presence of the Treasurer in Melbourne,
and we know that he eannot be back for a
few days more. but surelv the policy of the
Government is not wrapped up in the Trea-
surer. Are we to understand that the only
business remaining to he submitted to the
House is the Estimates.
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The Premier: That is the prineipal busi-
ness.

UHon, P, COLLIER: 1 have no doubt it is
the principul business, but there are other
propuosals, if we may take the policy speech
delivered by the Premicr at Moora as any
eriterion, for did he not in that spcech fore-
shadow the introduction of severul taxation
measures?

The Premier: They are for the Treasurer
to «eal with.

Hon. P, COLLTER: But surely in the ab-
seuce of the Treasurer another Minister ecould
tuke churge of the Bills. 1f the Bills were
not ready I c¢oull understand the delay ot
awaiting the Treasurer’s rcturn so as to dis-
cuss with him these ineasures to deal with
financial watters. But unless Ministers have
been afflicted with the disease which the
Honorary Minister says the Brungwick or-
chard was suffering from, namely, die.back,
those Bills ought to have been prepared be-
fore now,

The Premier: They depend largely on the
Treasurer’s visit to Melbourne.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Treasurer’s visit .
to Aelbourne has to do solely with loan
money. Are we to assume that Lhe Govern-
ment have not yet draftod their taxation pro-
posals? That is the only inferemec to .be
drawn from the fact that we bave been asked
te adjourn the sittings until the Treasurer
returns. Is this a one-man Government? So
far we have been asked to deal with only
Tills in the form of leaflets.

The Ainister for Works: You know better
than that.

Hon. P. COLLIER: TIs that the national
pelicy of the Government? It is time the
Government discloscd their poliey; they have
had four months in which to do so. I am
protesting now against wuasting the whole ot
to-morrow.

The Premier: We can get through a good
deal of work on Tuesday.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Ne¢ doubt, but what
1 am protesting against is that four monihs
have elapsed sinee the elections, and though
the Government have had ample time in
which to prepare a programme, vothing ap-
pears to have been done. If they have a
programme there is no need to await the re-
turn. of the Treasurer from Melbourne be-
fore submitting it to the House. Are there
net income tax proposals? That was the
policy of the Government, and it is not neces-
sarv for the Treasurer to he here to submit
a new tncome tax Bill.

The Minister for Works: It is better that
he should be here.

Hen. P. COLLIER: Why? Could not the
Premier, the Attorney General, or even the
Minister for Works, take charge of such a
Bill pro tem? The Government are proclaim-
ing te the country that they are unable to get
on with their business until such time as the
Treasurer returns. T hope the country will
take note of the fact that the national policy
consists of the helpless drift we have heen
witnessing during the past week. After hav.
ing been in reeess for two months, the House
meeis an@ after four days of work the possi-
hility of further nseful work is exhausted until
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the Treasurer returns. [ submit that that is
the most deplorable confession of ineptitude

and incapacity I have heard for mauy years. J
want to see Miuisters and the House occupied
every day, because it is possible that it we
liave to-morrow, or any other day off, one or
other of the many Honorary Ministers might
possibly go on running amok around the coun-
try, uprooting or damaging some other Gov-
ernment property. If they are here we can
keep our eyes on them, and while they are
busy in the Chamber they are not destroying
State property.

Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): You will have to retract if you talk
like that,

Hon. P. COLLIER: I usk again, where is
the national policy? And I ask members
sitting behind the Government whether ihey
are going to submit to this lackadaisical man-
ner of doing business. We are approaching
the end of the financial year and absolutely
uo buginess has been brought dowu for con-
sideration. During my 12 years of parlia-
mentary experience L have never Xnown such
. a late period to be reached with so little done
and that, teo, notwithstanding the fact that
the Government were returned with an over-
whelmiog majority aud with instructions to
go abead with any measurcs they thought de-
sirable to submit. I would not be offering
this protest against waste of time if the Gov-
ernment had not had ample opportunities for
preparing their pelicy and submitting it for
the consideration of members,

The Premier: It has beea submitted.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Well, where is it¥

The Premier: The hor. member knows 1
bave undertaken not to introduce measores of
a controversial nature.

Houn, P, COLLIER: Then how is the Pre-
mier going to handle the financial position
of the State?

The Premier: Except for taxation purposes.

Foen, P COLLIER: Well, they are of a
controversial nature. Where are they? Of
course they are waiting until the Treasurer
returns. We must assume that the measures
have been drafted and prepared for submis-
sion to the Hounse. To admit otherwise would
be to admit that Ministers have been doing
vothing during the past four months. If the
measures are ready, what is to prevent their
introduction nowf The attitude of Ministers
is ‘‘The Rills are ready, bant none of us is
ready to introduce them till the Treasurer re-
turns.’’

The Minister for Works: What is wrong
with it?

Hon. P. COLLIER: If the hon. member is
satisfied that he is carrying cut the National
policy by adopting an attitude of this kind,
it will be for the people to judge as to what
the National policy really is. After eight
weeks of recess it is ridiculous to bring the
House together for four days and then ask
for an adjonrnment until next week. Members
on this side refrained from speaking on the
Address-in-reply, and as a result we find that
there is to-day no business whatever to geo
on with. If Ministers had 4 proper sense of
responsibility their proposals would have been
ready, without baving to await the return of
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the Treasurer. Apparently if the Great West-
ern Railway were to break down the whole
business of the State would be hung up in-
definitely until such time as the Treasurer
could make his way back. 'This may appeal
to the natural pride of the Treasurer, but it
does not reflect credit on the other Ministers.
Will anybody say that the Minister for Works
could not fill the Treasurer’s shoes in regard
to the taxation Bills? Could not the Minister
for Works even take up the Budget itself,
and after an hour or iwo of consideration,
satisfactorily submit it to the House?

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member must con-
fine himself to the motion.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Apart from the taxa-
tion meagures, there iy private members’ busi-
ness with which the House could be oecupied
to-morrow, I protest strongly against the
waste of time involved in bringing members
here to consider half a dozen insignificant
Bills, and then adjourning after four days’
work,

Hon. T. WALKER (Kanowna) [11.6]:
What is to become of the business we have
already on the Notice Paper? We have here
two or three Bills whkich might well Le con-
sidered to-morrow,

The Premier: We can deal
Tuesday.

Hon. T. WALKER: On Tuesday we shall
not bLe able to get through all that is on the
Notice Paper. It is n sheer waste of time,
and a declaration of ineptitude, together with
an utter disregard of responsibility, for Minis-
ters to play with the Assembly in this manner.

The Premier: It is done out of regard for
the convenience of members.

Hon. T, WALEKER: What about having re-
gart for the people of the State and for the
respongibility of Ministers? The convenience
of the Government is te be perpetually in
recess, to do nothing, to have nothing in the
shape of a policy, to shelter under the flag
of nationalism, and think it is a sufficient
guarantee of eternal virtwe. It is playing
with the House to have no business whatever
for us. It is a confession of absclute weak-
ness. At the beginning of the session we had
a plain invitation to the Opposition to falk
for a fortnight or three weeks. Never in the
history of Parliament was such a clear in-
vitation thrown out to prolong the Address-
in-reply debate. And because the Opposition
have remained silent we now find the Govern-
ment upon their backs, unable to move, wait-
ing for their nurse to come from the East. We
have had from the Premier to-night a con-
fession that unti! the Treasurer had been to
Melbonrne and there consulted with the Fed-
eral authorities the Government did not know
what they were going to do. They had to send
to Melbourne to find out what they were to
do, and until the Treasurer comes back they
have nothing whatever definitely decided onc
way or the other.

Mr. Piesse: The Lahour Government ex-
hausted the Treasury.

Hon. T, WALKER: We have played too
long this little tune of National finance. The
public are sick of it, and want something
accomplished. This is playing one tune on a
broken old fiddle too long; no one can dance

with them on
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to that tune. [ submit that the leader of the
®pposition has been amply justified in enter-
ing a protest against the conduct of the Gov-
ernment. 1t is playing with every member of
this House. We are here to do our work and
duty, and there is no work for us to do. That
is not respeetful to us or this institution. I
trust that the public will realise that when
the Government are given a free hand they
bave to give up their business, sit still, and
go into recess once more. They have not
engugh work to keep us for even 24 hours at
our doty. It is to be hoped that the publie
will realise this position.

Question put and a division taken with the
following resnlt:

Ayes . . .. .. 25
Noes .. .. . T
Majority for .. .. 18
AvEa.
Mr. Angelo ‘' Mr. Plickering
Mr. liroun Mft. Pieose
Mr. Brown ‘ Mr. Pllkington
Mr. Draper ! Mr. H. Roblnson
Mr. Durack ! Mr. R. T. Robinson
Mr. George I Mr. Stewart
Mr. Griffiths Mr. Stubbs
Mr. Harrison ' Mr. Teesdale
Mr, Hickmott " Mr. Thomson
Mr. Hudson Mr. Underwood
M1 Lefroy Mr. Willmott
Mr, Mttchell ., Mr. Hardwick
Mr. Money ' (Teiler.)
NOES.
Mr. Chesson Mr. Welker
Mr. Collier Mr. Willcock
Mr. Lutley Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Munsie {Teiler.)

Question thus passed.

House adjourned at 11.15 p.m.

Aegislative Council,
Tuesday, 5th February, 1918,

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m.. and read prayers.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY — PRESENTATION.

The PRESIDENT: 1 have presented the
Address of hon. members of this Chamber to
His Esxcellency the Governor, and he has been
pleased to send the following reply:—

AMr. President and hon. members of the

Legislative Council—In the name and on

[12]
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behalf of His Most Gracious Majesty the
King, I thank you for your Address. (Sgd.)
William-Ellison Macartney, Governor.

[For ‘‘Questions on Notice’’ and *‘Papers
Presouted '’ see ‘‘Minutes of Proceedings.'’|

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

Ou motion by Hon, J, DUFFELL, leave of
absence until the end of the session granted
to the Hon, A. J. H. Saw (Metropolitan-Sub-
urban) om the ground of absence from the
State on military service,

MOTION — PASTORAL LEASEHOLDS
AND LAND ACT AMENDMENT ACT,
1917.

Hon. Bir E. H, WITTENQOM (North)

[4¢40]: T move—

“*That in the opinion of this House it is
desirable that the Government should ex-
tend the time of application for coming
under the Land Aet Amendment Aect, 1917,
to pastoral leasehiolders who hold meore than
1,000,000 acres in any one division, until
twelve months after peace is declared, so
that the owners, many of whom are in Eng-
land working in connection with the war,
may have an oppertunity of visiting this
State and personally superintending the
division or disposal of their surplus proper-
ties, on the terms that douple rent be paid
for the extended period.’’

A very few words from me will suffice to ex-

plain to hon, members the meaning of this

motion. T have heen induced to bring it for-
ward by reason of the fact that at the eclose
of the 1916-17 session & Land Act Amendment

Act was passed, which made it necessary for

all pastoral lessees desiring to bring their pro-

perties under the extending conditions of the
measure to apply for that purpose before the
31st March next. To make the matter clear

T will read the paragraph of the amendment

Act dealing with this matter—

Any lessee holding a pastoral lease
granted onder the provisions of Part X. of
the prineipal Aet may at any time within
one year from the commencement of this
Aet apply for leave to surrender such lease
and for a new lease under this section.

Twelve months from the coming into force of

the amendment Act would date from the time

at which that measure was assented to; and
assent was given to it on the 28th March,

1917, So that unless a pastoral lessee makes

application to bring his lease under the ex-

tension provisions of the amendment Aect be-
fore the 31st March next, he will forfeit the
opportunity of doing so. In average cirenm-
stances there would be no difficulty about the
matter at all The average leaseholder, so
far as we know, lives in the Commonwealth, if
not in this State, and if he does not apply to
bring his area under the Act hefore the time
mentioned it is kis own fanlt and he deserves
to suffer for his neglect. But there is a num-
ber of cases—and this provigion is limited to
pastoral lessees holding over one million acres
~—0of leaseholders who are in England at
the present time and who under the highly



